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Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Rodham Clinton reacts to a supporter before speaking at a community forum, Tuesday, Oct. 6, 2015, in Davenport, Iowa. 

(AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall) 
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Russia fires missiles from warships into Syria 


N. VASILYEVA 
Associated Press 
DAMASCUS, Syria (AP) — 

Russian warships in the Cas¬ 
pian Sea fired cruise missiles 
Wednesday as Syrian gov¬ 
ernment troops launched a 
ground offensive in central 
Syria in the first major com¬ 
bined air-and-ground as¬ 
sault since Moscow began 
its military campaign in the 
country last week. 

The missiles flew nearly 
1,500 kilometers (930 miles) 


and other groups opposed 
to President Bashar Assad. 
A Syrian official and activ¬ 
ists said government troops 
pushed into areas in the 
central province of Hama 
and south of Idlib in the 
boldest multipronged at¬ 
tack on rebel-held areas, 
benefiting from the Russian 
air cover. The official spoke 
on condition of anonymity 
because he was not autho¬ 
rized to talk to the media. 
Moscow has mainly tar¬ 


ducted from four warships 
in the Caspian. Shoigu in¬ 
sisted the operation de¬ 
stroyed all the targets and 
did not launch any strikes 
on civilian areas. 

The launches marked the 
combat debut of the Rus¬ 
sian Kalibr long-range 
cruise missiles, equivalent 
to U.S. Tomahawk missiles. 
“The fact that we launched 
precision weapons from 
the Caspian Sea to the dis¬ 
tance of about 1,500 kilo¬ 



ln this photo made from the footage taken from Russian Defense Ministry official web site, 
Wednesday, Oct. 7, 2015, a Russian navy ship launches a cruise missile in the Caspian Sea. 
Russia's Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu said four Russian navy ships in the Caspian launched 26 
cruise missiles at Islamic State targets in Syria. 

(Russian Defense Ministry Press Service via AP) 


over Iran and Iraq and 
struck Raqqa and Aleppo 
provinces in the north and 
Idlib province in the north¬ 
west, Russian officials said. 
The Islamic State group has 
strongholds in Raqqa and 
Aleppo, while the al-Qai- 
da-linked Nusra Front has a 
strong presence in Idlib. 

U.S. Defense Secretary 
Ash Carter said Russia was 
continuing to strike targets 
other than Islamic State 
militants, adding that he 
was concerned about the 
Syrian ground offensive 
backed by Moscow’s air- 
power. 

The latest developments 
came a week after Russia 
began airstrikes in Syria, its 
longtime ally, on Sept. 30, 
and added a new dimen¬ 
sion to the complex war 
that has torn apart the Mid¬ 
east country since 2011. 
Activists and rebels say 
the targets have included 
Western-backed fighters 


geted central and north¬ 
western Syria, strategic 
regions that are the gate¬ 
way to Assad’s strongholds 
in Damascus, and along 
the Mediterranean coast 
where Russia has a naval 
base. 

The Russian airstrikes strikes 
appear to have embold¬ 
ened Syrian troops to 
launch the ground push 
after a series of setbacks in 
northwestern Syria in recent 
months. 

The Islamic State group is 
not present in the areas 
where the ground fighting 
is underway. 

The offensive in central Syr¬ 
ia and the ensuing clashes 
with militants, including the 
Nusra Front, was the first 
major ground fighting since 
the Russian campaign be¬ 
gan. Appearing on televi¬ 
sion with President Vladi¬ 
mir Putin, Russian Defense 
Minister Sergei Shoigu said 
26 missile strikes were con¬ 


meters and hit all the desig¬ 
nated targets shows good 
work by military industrial 
plants and good skills of 
personnel," Putin said. 
Andrei Kartapolov of the 
Russian General Staff told 
Russian news agencies the 
strikes were planned so that 
the cruise missiles would fly 
“over unpopulated areas.” 
Shoigu also said Russia has 
carried out 112 airstrikes on 
IS positions since Sept. 30. 
Iranian state TV, citing Rus¬ 
sian media, reported that 
the Russian missiles flew 
through Iran’s airspace 
and hit targets in Syria. 

“The Russian military opera¬ 
tion in support of the Syrian 
army continued at new 
higher technological lev¬ 
el,” said Putin’s spokesman 
Dmitry Peskov, adding that 
the Syrian army began an 
offensive “with our fire sup¬ 
port. 

Continued on Page 27 



Iran lobbied for Russian campaign 
in Syria, according to Iraq officials 

QASSIM ZAHRA 
VIVIAN SALAMA 
Associated Press 

BAGHDAD (AP) — Iran played an integral role leading 
up to Russia’s move to launch its air campaign in Syria 
and play a stronger role in Iraq, with one of Tehran’s 
most powerful generals meeting for three hours with 
President Vladimir Putin to push for intervention, Iraqi 
government officials tell The Associated Press. 

Gen. Qassem Soleimani, head of Iran’s elite Quds 
Force, went to Moscow in August with the message 
that Russian airstrikes against the Islamic State group in 
Syria were imperative, said the two senior officials, who 
were later briefed on the meeting. Soleimani and Pu¬ 
tin reviewed maps and surveillance photos and shared 
intelligence, all suggesting the militant group would ex¬ 
pand its reach to Russia’s doorstep in the Caucuses if 
Moscow didn’t act, the two officials said. 

The meeting also covered plans to create a joint intel¬ 
ligence-sharing center between Iraq, Syria, Iran and 
Russia in Baghdad, which began operating later the 
same month. Soleimani also met with senior Russian 
military officials during his visit, the officials said. The two 
officials spoke on condition of anonymity because they 
were not authorized to talk about the secret meeting. 
The Iranian role points to the powerful influence of the 
country, which is the strongest backer of Syrian Presi¬ 
dent Bashar Assad and is close to the Shiite-led leader¬ 
ship in Iraq's U.S.-backed government. Russia's dive into 
the Mideast’s conflicts marks a shifting of alliances, par¬ 
ticularly with Iraq, where officials have grumbled that 
the U.S.-led coalition’s air campaign against IS has not 
been as effective as they hoped and the prime minister 
has said he’d welcome Russian airstrikes. 

Asked on Wednesday about the reported Putin-So- 
leimani meeting, Putin’s spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
shrugged it off by saying that there are too many 
statements from unidentified officials. At the time, Rus¬ 
sia’s deputy foreign ministry spokesman said he has 
“no information whatsoever” that Soleimani visited 
Russia, which would be a violation of U.N. travel sanc¬ 
tions against the general. The Iranian government on 
Wednesday did not respond to requests for comment 
on the reported meeting. 

Russian military jets launched the airstrike campaign 
in Syria on Sept. 30, targeting what Moscow said were 
positions of the Islamic State group and al-Qaida’s 
branch. But it has also heavily hit rebels on the front¬ 
line against Syria's military, raising accusations that it is 
intervening to boost Assad in the civil war, now in its fifth 
year, after a series of losses by his military. Russia denies 
this, saying its campaign is solely intended to stop the 
spread of militants. 

The U.S. meanwhile has had to navigate around re¬ 
gional alliances and enmities in trying to roll back IS’s 
spread across large parts of Iraq and Syria. In Syria, 
Washington refuses to work with Assad’s government in 
the air campaign, saying Assad needs to leave power, 
and it has been wary of appearing to help Syrian troops 
with strikes against IS. 

In Iraq, the U.S. has been wary of helping to deepen 
Iran’s influence and has avoided coordinating with the 
Shiite militias, trying instead to boost the Iraqi military, 
while pressing the Shiite-led government to ease sec¬ 
tarian tensions with the Sunni minority. Washington and 
Tehran refuse to work with each other directly, even as 
Iran takes a powerful role in fighting IS. 

Soleimani, Tehran’s point man in both the Syrian and 
Iraq conflicts, has been key in organizing Shiite militias 
in Iraq and Syria, which have had a leading role in fight¬ 
ing IS. □ 
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US Senate OKs massive defense 


bill, sending measure to Obama 


DEB RIECHMANN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Con¬ 
gress on Wednesday sent 
President Barack Obama 
a sweeping $612 billion U.S. 
defense policy bill that he 
has threatened to veto 
over a continuing battle 
between Democrats and 
Republicans about govern¬ 
ment spending. 

The Senate voted to ap¬ 
prove the measure 70 to 
27. If Obama vetoes the 
defense bill, it would be 
only the fifth time that has 
happened in the past half- 
century. The bipartisan 
measure has become law 
every year for more than 
50 years. The House passed 
the bill last week, 269 to 
151, with enough Demo¬ 
cratic votes to sustain a 
presidential veto. 

Obama says he’ll veto it 
because while it contains 
all the money he request¬ 
ed, he doesn’t like the way 
Congress did it. The bill in¬ 
creases defense spending 
by padding a separate 
war-fighting account with 
an extra $38 billion. Con¬ 
gress didn’t increase mon¬ 
ey for domestic agencies 
too as the president wants. 
If the veto is sustained, Con¬ 
gress would be forced to 
revise the bill or try to settle 


the larger budget dispute. 
Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell, a Re¬ 
publican, said the presi¬ 
dent’s desire to veto the bill 
is “outrageous” in the light 
of national security threats. 
“I wish I could say it sur¬ 
prised me that President 
Obama might — for the 
sake of unrelated partisan 
games — actually contem¬ 
plate vetoing a bipartisan 
defense bill that contains 
the level of funding autho¬ 
rization he asked for," Mc¬ 
Connell said on the Senate 
floor. “I’m calling on him 
not to, especially in times 
like these.” 

Jack Reed, the top Demo¬ 
crat on the Senate Armed 
Services Committee, said it 
was a good bill. He cited 60 
provisions aimed at helping 
streamline defense acqui¬ 
sitions. He said other parts 
of the bill would help the 
Defense Department keep 
pace with changing tech¬ 
nology, combat cyberat¬ 
tacks and provides key 
funding for the war in Af¬ 
ghanistan, the fght against 
Islamic State militants and 
Ukraine forces fghting Rus¬ 
sian-backed rebels. 

But he said he could not 
support it because it in¬ 
creases the war-fghting 
account, raising defense 
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Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell of Ky. speaks during a news conference on Capitol Hill 
in Washington. McConnell, a Republican, said the president's desire to veto a sweeping $612 bil¬ 
lion U.S. defense policy bill is “outrageous” in the light of national security threats. 

(AP Photo/Evan Vucci) 


spending by doing an end- 
run around the spending 
caps. 

Adding funds to the ac¬ 
count for Overseas Con¬ 
tingency Operations com¬ 
plicates defense spending, 
he said. It does not provide 
funds for many of the do¬ 
mestic agencies, such as 
the FBI, Coast Guard, Jus¬ 
tice Department, because 
they remain subject to the 
spending caps. 

“Defense budgeting needs 
to be based on our long¬ 
term military strategy,” he 
said. “A one year plus-up" 
to the special account 
does not provide the Pen¬ 
tagon “with the certainty 
and stability it needs when 
building its five-year bud¬ 
get.” 

After the vote, House 
Speaker John Boehner is¬ 
sued a statement pressur¬ 
ing Obama to sign the bill. 
Sen. John McCain, chair¬ 
man of the Senate Armed 


Services Committee, and 
Rep. Mac Thornberry, 
chairman of the House 
Armed Services Commit¬ 
tee, called a news confer¬ 
ence to try to convince 
Obama to sign it. 

“I continue to hope that 
the president just won’t 
veto it — that there will be 
sufficient pressures on him 
that he won’t veto,” Mc¬ 
Cain said. 

Thornberry said he too 
hoped the president would 
reconsider his veto, espe¬ 
cially in light of the strong 
votes of support in both 
chambers. 

“There has been a total of 
four vetoes in the past 53 
years ... every one of them 
were because of some¬ 
thing that was in the bill, 
not because of something 
that was outside the bill, 
which is the thing that the 
president is complaining 
about today,” Thornberry 
said.Q 
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Clinton Opposes Obama’s Signature Pacific Trade Deal 


USA LERER 
CATHERINE LUCEY 
Associated Press 
MOUNT VERNON, Iowa (AP) 

— Hillary Rodham Clinton 
declared her opposition 
to the Trans-Pacific Part¬ 
nership trade accord on 
Wednesday, her most sig¬ 
nificant break with Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama since 
launching her campaign 
for the Democratic presi¬ 
dential nomination. 

“I think there are still a lot 
of unanswered questions,” 
she said of the big trade 
deal in an interview with 
PBS’ “Newshour.” "As of 
today, I am not in favor of 
what I have learned about 
it.” 

Her push-back against the 
chief economic proposal 
of Obama's second term 
is a blow to the president, 
undermining his arguments 
to Congress as the White 
House is in the final stretch 
of winning approval of a 
deal years in the making. 
Clinton joins the rest of the 
Democratic field in chal¬ 
lenging a trade pact that's 
enraged the labor unions, 
environmentalists and oth¬ 
er liberal constituencies 
whose support will be cru¬ 
cial to her electoral suc¬ 
cess. 

With several months to go 
before the primary process 
starts, Clinton remains the 
front-runner for her party’s 
nomination. 

Her position on the agree¬ 
ment also marks a striking 
reversal for the former sec¬ 
retary of state, who pro¬ 
moted the deal in dozens 


of appearances during 
Obama's first term in office. 
During a 2012 trip to Austra¬ 
lia, she called it the “gold 
standard in trade agree¬ 
ments.” 


In the interview, Clinton 
said the agreement does 
not meet her standard for 
creating jobs, raising wag¬ 
es and protecting national 
security. She raised specific 
concerns about a potential 
for currency manipulation 
by China and provisions 
that she said would benefit 
pharmaceutical compa¬ 
nies at the expense of pa¬ 
tients. 

“I don't believe it's going 
to meet the high bar I have 
set,” she said. 


The united opposition from 
the Democratic presiden¬ 
tial field leaves Obama in 
the uncomfortable position 
of watching a Democratic 
debate next week in which 


none of the major candi¬ 
dates is willing to defend a 
deal that the White House 
sees as a key piece of his 
presidential legacy. 
Clinton’s chief Democratic 
rival so far, Vermont Sen. 
Bernie Sanders, has vo¬ 
cally opposed the TPP. Her 
announcement comes as 
Vice President Joe Biden 
considers entering the 
race, and labor group 
have warned his support 
of the pact would hurt his 
standing with unions. 


Obama and many Repub¬ 
lican lawmakers favor the 
accord, saying it will greatly 
help the U.S. economy by 
boosting exports of Ameri¬ 
can products. 


Clinton’s campaign and 
the Obama administration 
have always said the time 
would come when she 
would outline her own poli¬ 
cies and deliver criticisms, 
implied and direct, of the 
president. 

Last month, she came out 
against the Keystone XL 
pipeline, which would carry 
oil from Canada to the U.S. 
Gulf Coast; the administra¬ 
tion remains undecided. 

In August, she said Obama's 
decision to approve off¬ 


shore drilling in the Arctic 
wasn't “worth the risk” to 
the environment. She subtly 
resurrected her 2008 prima¬ 
ry attack of Obama’s ap¬ 
proach to world affairs, tak¬ 
ing a more hawkish stance 
toward Russia, Syria and 
Iran. And she’s promised 
to work to repeal the “Ca¬ 
dillac tax,” a tax on high- 
cost employer-sponsored 
insurance that the Obama 
administration says is nec¬ 
essary to fund the health 
care law. 

On both immigration and 
gun control, she has also 
pledged to use executive 
power as president to do 
more than Obama. 

On immigration, she cited 
Obama's deportation poli¬ 
cy this week and said, “I'm 
not going to be breaking 
up families. And I think that 
is one of the differences.” 
Still, she added, “I to¬ 
tally understand why the 
Obama administration felt 
as though they did what 
they did under the circum¬ 
stances.” 

Campaign veterans in the 
White House say the im¬ 
pact of Clinton’s depar¬ 
tures from Obama policies 
are minor and they dismiss 
some of her proposals as 
routine campaign fod¬ 
der. Candidates use policy 
plans to declare their pri¬ 
orities. Worries over practi¬ 
cal implementation come 
later. 

Many of Clinton’s top aides 
joined her campaign from 
the White House and the 
two staffs remain in fre¬ 
quent communication.□ 



Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Rodham Clinton holds up a doll that was handed to her 
from the audience Wednesday, Oct. 7, 2015, during a campaign stop at the Westfair Amphithe¬ 
ater in Council Bluffs, Iowa. 

(AP Photo/Nati Harnik) 
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Obama apologizes to aid group for US attack on Afghan clinic 


JOSH LEDERMAN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama apol¬ 
ogized to Doctors Without 
Borders on Wednesday 
for the American air at¬ 
tack that killed at least 
22 people at its hospital 
in Afghanistan, and said 
the U.S. would examine 
military procedures to look 
for better ways to prevent 
such incidents. 

Obama's telephone call 
to the group’s interna¬ 
tional president, Joanne 
Liu, came a day after the 
White House had stopped 
short of an apology, wait¬ 
ing to learn more while 
acknowledging that the 
attack was a U.S. mistake. 
White House spokesman 
Josh Earnest said Obama 
offered condolences to 
the staff and pledged a 
“transparent, thorough 
and objective accounting 
of the facts. 1 ' 

Liu confirmed the apol¬ 
ogy and, in a written state¬ 
ment, reiterated her orga¬ 
nization’s call for the U.S. 
government to consent 
to an independent inves¬ 
tigation “to establish what 
happened in Kunduz, how 
it happened, and why it 
happened.” 

“When the United States 
makes a mistake, we own 
up to it, we apologize 
where appropriate, and 
we are honest about what 
transpired,” Earnest said. 
He described Obama's 
apology as “heartfelt.” 
Emerging details about 
the erroneous strike have 
only fueled growing con¬ 
demnation by Doctors 
Without Borders and other 
aid groups in the four days 
since the clinic in the north¬ 
ern city of Kunduz came 
under heavy fire that killed 
a dozen staffers and 10 
patients. After initial confu¬ 
sion, officials determined 
the U.S. had carried out the 


strike, an admission that 
complicates delicate U.S. 
efforts in Afghanistan as 
Obama weighs how many 
troops to leave there. 
Obama told Liu that 
the U.S. would review 
the attack to determine 
whether changes to U.S. 
military procedures could 
reduce the chances of a 
similar incident. Obama 
also spoke with Afghan 
President Ashraf Ghani to 
convey condolences and 
praise Afghan forces for 
securing Kunduz, the White 
House said. Taliban fight¬ 
ers had seized control of 
Kunduz for three days last 
week. 

Investigations by the U.S., 
NATO and the Afghan gov¬ 
ernment are underway, 
but the medical aid group 
has called them insuffi¬ 
cient and has appealed to 
the U.S., Afghanistan and 
other countries to mobilize 
a commission to look into 
the tragedy. Without ad¬ 
dressing that demand, the 
White House offered assur¬ 
ances that the Pentagon 
would dutifully carry out its 
internal probe. 

Doctors Without Borders, 
known by its French lan¬ 
guage acronym MSF, has 
also said the strike may 


ANDREW HUGGINS 
AP Legal Affairs Writer 
COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) —An 

Ohio woman was award¬ 
ed $1.6 million Wednesday 
in the trial of a lawsuit that 
alleged a chemical from a 
DuPont Co. plant contami¬ 
nated drinking water and 
contributed to her con¬ 
tracting kidney cancer. 

A jury awarded the dam¬ 
ages to 59-year-old Carla 
Bartlett of Guysville in one 
of two cases that could in¬ 
fluence thousands of simi¬ 
lar lawsuits over the chemi¬ 
cal giant’s discharge of 


have been a war crime 
and has described it as 
an attack on the Geneva 
Conventions governing hu¬ 


manitarian treatment dur¬ 
ing war. The White House 
urged patience while the 
Pentagon works to estab¬ 
lish what transpired. 

Asked whether the apolo¬ 
gy signified U.S. culpability 
for loss of life, Earnest said 
individuals would be held 


perfluorooctanoic acid, 
also known as C8. The 
chemical is used to make 
Teflon. Some 3,500 people 
say they became ill after 
the company dumped 
C8 into the Ohio River and 
their drinking water from 
its Washington Works plant 
near Parkersburg, West Vir¬ 
ginia. 

The trial, which lasted 
about three weeks, was 
the latest development 
in a yearslong battle be¬ 
tween DuPont and resi¬ 
dents of the Mid-Ohio Val¬ 
ley in the heart of Appa- 


accountable if necessary. 
U.S. officials have declined 
to discuss most circum¬ 
stances of the blunder, 


and it's unclear whether 
the strike exceeded the 
rules applying to Ameri¬ 
can forces operating in Af¬ 
ghanistan. But the top U.S. 
commander in Afghani¬ 
stan, Gen. John F. Camp¬ 
bell, has said Afghan forc¬ 
es fighting to retake Kun- 


lachia. Bartlett once lived 
closer to the river. Her law¬ 
yer said she was thrilled by 
the verdict. 

“She understands that she 
did good for the commu¬ 
nities all up and down the 
Ohio River,” attorney Mike 
Papantonio said. 

He said the jury decision 
was vindication for those 
who argued that C8 is 
“bio-persistent,” refer¬ 
ring to its presence in the 
bloodstream years after 
contamination. 

DuPont, which maintains 
C8 didn't contribute to 


duz from the Taliban had 
requested U.S. air power, 
and that a U.S. special op¬ 
erations unit in the “close 


vicinity” was communi¬ 
cating with the crew of 
the heavily armed AC-130 
gunship that pummeled 
the hospital. 

MSF wants to mobilize the 
International Humanitarian 
Fact-Finding Commission, 
based in the Swiss capital, 


Bartlett's cancer, said it 
expects to appeal. Com¬ 
pany spokesman Gregg 
Schmidt said the jury deci¬ 
sion not to award punitive 
damages validates the 
company's position that 
DuPont never consciously 
disregarded the risks to 
people living near the 
Parkersburg plant. 

Schmidt said workers and 
plant officials drank the 
same water as residents. 
Of its eight employees with 
cancer in 1989, only one 
had worked at length with 
C8, he said.Q 


Woman awarded $1.6M over DuPont chemical in water 



President Barack Obama speaks in the East Room of the White House in Washington, 
Wednesday, Oct. 7, 2015. Obama apologized to Doctors Without Borders president for attack on 
Afghan medical clinic. (AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais) 
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Oregon gunman killed himself after police wounded him 



Douglas County Deputy Sheriff Greg Kennerly, left, and Oregon State Trooper Tom Willis stand 
guard outside the apartment building where alleged Umpqua Community College gunman 
Chris Harper Mercer lived with his mother in Roseburg, Ore. The deadly shooting last week 
has an eerie parallel with the massacre at Sandy Hook Elementary School that killed 20 
pupils and six adult staff members in 2012. Like Adam Lanza, the gunman in the Connecticut 
massacre, Christopher Harper-Mercer was living a mostly solitary life with a mom who shared his 
fascination with firearms. (AP Photo/Rich Pedroncelli) 


JONATHAN J. COOPER 
Associated Press 
ROSEBURG, Oregon (AP) — 

The gunman who fatally 
shot nine people at an Or¬ 
egon community college 
last week killed himself in 


front of his victims after 
two police officers wound¬ 
ed him, authorities said 
Wednesday. 

When two plainclothes 
detectives spotted Chris¬ 
topher Harper-Mercer in 


the doorway of a campus 
building, he fired at them, 
and the officers quickly re¬ 
turned fire. The killer then 
went back inside and 
shot himself in a classroom 
where many of his victims 
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lay dead and wounded, 
a prosecutor told a news 
conference. 

It was authorities' most de¬ 
tailed account yet of the 
gunman's death. Previous¬ 
ly, they had said only that 
the 26-year-old attacker 
killed himself after a shoot¬ 
out. 

The detectives arrived with¬ 
in minutes of the first reports 
of gunfire at Umpqua Com¬ 
munity College. 

Seconds later, the officers 
“both felt they had a good 
target,” Douglas County 
District Attorney Rick We- 
senberg said. Two of their 
bullets hit a wall. A third 
struck Harper-Mercer on 
the right side. 

The wounded gunman "en¬ 
tered the classroom again, 
went to the front of the 
classroom and shot and 
killed himself,” Wesenberg 
said. The attack in this rural 
timber town was the worst 
mass shooting in Oregon 
history. Eight students and 
a teacher died. Nine others 
were wounded. 

A private memorial has 
been held for Lawrence 
Levine, who was killed while 


teaching the class. Another 
private service was held 
Wednesday for 44-year- 
old Sarena Dawn Moore of 
Myrtle Creek. More funerals 
are scheduled through Sat¬ 
urday. 

President Obama plans to 
travel to Roseburg on Friday 
to meet with victims' fami¬ 
lies. Obama’s calls for strict¬ 
er gun laws in the wake of 
the shootings did not sit well 
with many people in this 
conservative region, where 
gun ownership is pervasive. 
Three county commission¬ 
ers appeared at a news 
conference Wednesday to 
try to tamp down any sug¬ 
gestion that Obama was 
not welcome. 

"Regardless of our differ¬ 
ences with the president 
on policy issues, we await 
the president's arrival and 
look forward to his show of 
support for a community 
who is grieving and whose 
heartache is immeasur¬ 
able, especially the families 
of those killed,” said Susan 
Morgan, chairwoman of 
the Douglas County Com¬ 
mission, reading from a 
statement. □ 


Man pleads guilty to killing 5 
relatives with a meat cleaver 


MICHAEL BALSAMO 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — A Chi¬ 
nese immigrant who au¬ 
thorities said butchered 
five relatives with a meat 
cleaver, including four 
small children, will serve 
at least 125 years in pris¬ 
on after pleading guilty 
Wednesday to murder and 
manslaughter charges. 
Mingdong Chen admitted 
that he killed his cousin’s 
wife, 37-year-old Qiao 
Zhen Li, and her children, 
Linda, 9; Amy, 7; Kevin, 
5; and William Zhou, 18 
months; in October 2013. 
The 27-year-old showed 
no visible reaction as he 
entered his plea. Under 
a deal with prosecutors, 
Chen must serve at least 
125 years in prison before 
becoming eligible for pa¬ 
role. 

Prosecutors said Li called 
her mother-in-law in China 
on the evening of Oct. 27, 
2013, saying Chen was 


in the house with a knife 
and threatening the fam¬ 
ily. When the mother-in-law 
heard children crying in the 
background, she called 
other relatives in New York 
who rushed to the home 
in Brooklyn’s Sunset Park 
neighborhood. By the time 
they arrived, the five rela¬ 
tives were dead and Chen 
was dripping in blood. 
Police said the family had 
been slaughtered, each 
of the five repeatedly 
stabbed and slashed in 
the throat and neck. Their 
bodies were found strewn 
about the house. Chen 
had been staying in their 
home for about a week 
before the killings, authori¬ 
ties said. 

When detectives ques¬ 
tioned him, Chen told 
them he was jealous of the 
success of his fellow Chi¬ 
nese immigrants, police 
said. Relatives said he had 
been fired from different 
restaurant jobs.□ 
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Fiat Chrysler, UAW still bargaining as strike threat looms 



Assembly line workers build a 2015 Chrysler 200 automobile at 
the Sterling Heights Assembly Plant in Sterling Heights, Mich. The 
threat of a strike is looming as Fiat Chrysler and the United Auto 
Workers continue negotiating a new contract. 

(AP Photo/Paul Sancya) 


TOM KRISHER 
DEE-ANN DURBIN 
AP Auto Writers 
DETROIT (AP) — The threat 
of a strike is looming as Fiat 
Chrysler and the United 


Auto Workers continue ne¬ 
gotiating a new contract. 
The union sent FCA a strike 
notice on Tuesday. Fac¬ 
tory workers could walk out 
as early as 11:59 p.m. EDT 


US consumer borrowing climbs 
to new record in August: report 


M. CRUTSINGER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
consumer borrowing ad¬ 
vanced at a solid pace in 
August, as Americans took 
out more auto and student 
loans. 

The Federal Reserve said 
Wednesday that consumer 
borrowing rose by $16 bil¬ 
lion in August, pushing the 
total to a fresh record of 
$3.47 trillion. 

The August advance was 
slightly below the July gain 
of $18.9 billion. In June, 
credit had soared by $27.2 
billion, the largest increase 
since November 2001. 
Borrowing for car and stu¬ 
dent loans expanded by 
$12 billion in August. Bor¬ 
rowing in the category that 
covers credit cards rose by 
$4 billion. 

Economists are forecasting 
that consumer spending. 


which accounts for 70 per¬ 
cent of economic activity, 
will remain strong in the 
coming months as house¬ 
holds remain willing to take 
on more debt. 

A strong consumer sector 
will help to offset weakness 
in other parts of the econ¬ 
omy. Manufacturing and 
export sales have been 
hurt by increased weak¬ 
ness overseas and a higher 
dollar, which makes U.S. 
products less competitive 
on foreign markets. 

The overall economy, as 
measured by the gross do¬ 
mestic product, expanded 
at a robust rate of 3.9 per¬ 
cent in the April-June quar¬ 
ter. But many economists 
believe growth slowed 
sharply in the July-Septem- 
ber quarter to perhaps as 
low as 1.5 percent, reflect¬ 
ing the impact of a lacklus¬ 
ter global economy.Q 


Wednesday. 

FCA and the UAW were still 
negotiating late Wednes¬ 
day afternoon, accord¬ 
ing to representatives from 
both sides. 

A strike notice doesn't 
mean a strike will hap¬ 
pen. FCA and the union 
could reach a new ten¬ 
tative agreement before 


the deadline, or the union 
could put talks with FCA on 
hold and bargain with Ford 
Motor Co. or General Mo¬ 
tors Co. instead. 

If workers do strike, the 
UAW could call off workers 
only at some key plants or 
it could order a strike at all 
of FCA’s 23 U.S. plants. The 
UAW represents around 


40,000 factory workers in 
the U.S. 

FCA workers haven’t gone 
on strike since 2007, when 
workers walked off the 
job for seven hours during 
contract negotiations. In 
2011, they were prohibited 
from striking under terms of 
FCA’s government-funded 
bankruptcy. Q 
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Germany, France try to turn tide of European skepticism 



German Chancellor Angela Merkel gestures as she delivers her speech as part of a joint appear¬ 
ance with French President Francois Hollande, right, at the European Parliament in Strasbourg, 
eastern France, Wednesday, Oct. 7, 2015. 

(AP Photo/Michael Probst) 


SYLVIE CORBET 
Associated Press 
STRASBOURG, France (AP) 

— French President Fran¬ 
cois Hollande and Ger¬ 
man Chancellor Angela 
Merkel, in a highly unusual 
bid to heal divisions within 


LORNECOOK 
RAF CASERT 
Associated Press 
BRUSSELS (AP) — European 
Union countries are clos¬ 
ing in on an agreement 
Thursday to crack down on 
migrants who have been 
refused entry into the bloc 
so they can be swiftly sent 
home. 

A key issue will be to ensure 
there are tougher measures 
to put those who have to 
leave in pre-departure de¬ 
tention to make sure they 
don’t disappear to live ille¬ 
gally in EU nations. 

More than 500,000 people 
have arrived this year seek- 


the EU, urged European 
lawmakers on Wednesday 
to pull together to create 
a stronger Europe to cope 
with the influx of migrants 
that is raising tensions and 
dangerously straining the 
union. 


ing sanctuary or jobs, spark¬ 
ing the EU’s biggest refugee 
emergency in decades. 

But of people who fail to 
obtain asylum or residen¬ 
cy in the 28-nation EU, less 
than 40 percent actually 
go back. It is seen as a ma¬ 
jor flaw in the EU’s common 
migration policy. 

At Thursday’s meeting in 
Luxembourg, EU interior 
ministers will agree that “all 
measures must be taken to 
ensure irregular migrants’ 
effective return,” accord¬ 
ing to a draft statement 
seen by The Associated 
Press. 

Those measures include 


Merkel spoke of a “test of 
historic dimensions" and 
Hollande evoked the “end 
of Europe" if it is not set 
right. 

The separate addresses to 
the European Parliament 
in Strasbourg by the most 


the “use of detention as a 
legitimate measure of last 
resort.” 

The EU has common asy¬ 
lum rules and legislation for 
returning people not per¬ 
mitted to stay, but the rules 
have rarely been enforced 
with any consistency. 

With thousands of people 
arriving daily, border and 
reception facilities have 
been stretched to break¬ 
ing point. Ensuring returns 
is seen as one way to ease 
the pressure. 

According to the draft 
statement, EU countries 
plan to spend more than 
800 million euros ($900 mil- 


powerful proponents of Eu¬ 
ropean unity underscored 
the risks now besetting the 
EU’s 28 nations, including 
rising nationalism and a 
new populist fervor. 

Those tensions sprang to life 
within the chamber when 
a French far-right leader 
insulted Hollande, address¬ 
ing him as “Merkel's vice- 
chancellor, administrator 
of the province of France.” 
Marine Le Pen, who heads 
a far-right group in parlia¬ 
ment seeking increased 
sovereignty for the 28 
member states, told Merkel 
that “German interests 
don’t justify turning other 
people of Europe into vas¬ 
sals.” 

The bitter retort after the 
two leaders’ speeches un¬ 
derscored the encroach¬ 
ing nationalist sentiment 
within the European Union, 
fed by the arrival of some 
half-million migrants. 
Hollande said Europe en¬ 
sures against the “return of 
nationalism, populism, ex¬ 
tremism." 

“If (you) don’t want a stron¬ 
ger Europe ... the only pos¬ 
sible path is simply to leave 
Europe,” Hollande said to 
a standing ovation. 


lion) up until 2020 on return¬ 
ing people who enter Eu¬ 
rope illegally. 

Better use will be made of 
Europe’s visa and finger¬ 
print databases and coun¬ 
tries will ensure that all deci¬ 
sions to send people home 
are entered into the Schen¬ 
gen passport-free area’s 
computer system. 

The ministers will welcome 
a proposal for the Frontex 
border agency to deploy 
“rapid return intervention 
teams,” and give Frontex 
more powers to organize 
returns jointly among mem¬ 
ber nations.□ 


Merkel told European law¬ 
makers that Europe faces 
“a test of historic dimen¬ 
sions” with the influx of 
migrants seeking shelter 
from war and poverty. She 
urged “a determined con¬ 
tribution by Europe to re¬ 
solving these crises.” 
Merkel, who has come for¬ 
ward as the champion of 
refugees flowing into Eu¬ 
rope, said overcoming the 
refugee crisis together is a 
key challenge for the Euro¬ 
pean Union. 

“It is precisely now," she 
said, “that we need more 
Europe ... If we overcome 
that, we will be stronger af¬ 
ter the crisis than before." 
The conservative German 
Chancellor and the So¬ 
cialist French president to¬ 
gether symbolize the kind 
of Europe they want to see 
thrive, in which differences 
are set aside for the com¬ 
mon good. 

It was the first such joint 
appearance in Strasbourg 
since 1989, when West Ger¬ 
man Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl and French President 
Francois Mitterrand spoke 
days after the fall of the 
Berlin Wall. 

The European Union was 
conceived to end centu¬ 
ries of war through open 
trade and increased pros¬ 
perity, and it’s also been 
a way for Europe to stay 
globally relevant. Ger¬ 
many and France have 
played a leading role to 
keep the 28-nation bloc 
united despite major dif¬ 
ferences of views among 
European leaders. 

Since 2014, the EU has 
faced the Ukrainian con¬ 
flict at its eastern border, 
Greece’s resurgent debt 
crisis, terrorist attacks in Par¬ 
is and Brussels, threats that 
Britain could leave the EU, 
and the biggest wave of 
migrant arrivals since World 
War II. □ 


EU to crack down on people refused asylum 
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Anxious Israelis told to be on alert amid wave of attacks 



Israeli police officers stand guard as medics evacuate a wounded Palestinian woman following 
a stabbing attack in Jerusalem Wednesday, Oct. 7, 2015. The woman stabbed an Israeli man 
who then shot and wounded her in Jerusalem's Old City on Wednesday after some of the tight 
security measures imposed following a series of deadly Palestinian attacks were lifted, police 
said. (AP Photo/Olivier Fitoussi) 


TIA GOLDENBERG 
Associated Press 
JERUSALEM (AP) — Pales¬ 
tinian assailants carried out 
a series of stabbings across 
Israel on Wednesday, jolt¬ 
ing an anxious country 
unnerved by weeks of un¬ 
rest as clashes between 
Israeli forces and Palestin¬ 
ian demonstrators raged 
across the West Bank. 

The violence forced Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netan¬ 
yahu to call off a high-pro¬ 
file visit to Germany and 
prompted him to tell the 
nation to be on “alert" for 
further trouble. And in an¬ 
other sign of the tensions, 
Jerusalem’s mayor, Nir Bar- 
kat, was seen carrying an 
assault rifle while visiting an 
Arab neighborhood. 

The unrest began three 
weeks ago and has spread 
from the confines of a sen¬ 
sitive Jerusalem holy site to 
spots across Israel and the 
West Bank. In Wednesday's 
violence, stabbings oc¬ 
curred outside a crowded 
mall in central Israel, in a 
southern Israeli town and in 
the Old City of Jerusalem. 
Israeli forces shot two of 
the attackers, killing one, 
while a third was arrested. 
No Israelis were seriously 


hurt. Another Palestinian 
was wounded when he 
was shot by police after 
he attempted to run over 
an officer at a West Bank 
checkpoint, police said. 
Netanyahu has threat¬ 
ened a tough response 
to the violence, and Israel 
has beefed up security in 
Jerusalem and the West 


Bank. It also briefly barred 
non-resident Palestinians 
from entering the Old City, 
home to sensitive holy sites. 
That ban was lifted shortly 
before Wednesday's stab¬ 
bing. 

In all, four Israelis have 
been killed in stabbings 
and a roadside shooting in 
recent days, while five Pal¬ 


estinians, including three 
attackers, have been 
killed. 

With the attacks spilling 
into the Israeli heartland, 
Netanyahu warned Israelis 
to be on guard. 

“Civilians are at the fore¬ 
front of the war against 
terrorism and must also be 
on maximum alert," Netan¬ 


yahu said, after a meeting 
with top police officials. 
Barkat, the Jerusalem may¬ 
or, defended his decision 
to carry a rifle while visiting 
an Arab neighborhood in 
east Jerusalem on Monday 
night. His office said he was 
a former military officer 
and licensed to carry the 
weapon. 

“Many terror attacks in Je¬ 
rusalem have been pre¬ 
vented or neutralized due 
to the quick actions and 
response of responsible 
bystanders,” it said, not¬ 
ing that earlier this year, 
the mayor helped stop a 
knife-wielding Palestinian 
attacker. 

Adnan Husseini, the top 
Palestinian official for Je¬ 
rusalem, called Barkat’s 
armed appearance “a 
declaration of war" on 
Palestinian residents of the 
city. 

“It’s incitement for other Is¬ 
raelis to do the same,” he 
said. 

In the attack outside the 
mall, which occurred in the 
city of Petah Tikva, police 
said civilians apprehended 
the suspected Palestinian 
assailant after he stabbed 
and slightly wounded a 
man.Q 


Battling IS, Iraqi Kurdish fighters exposed to mustard gas 


BRAM JANSSEN 
VIVIAN SALAMA 
Associated Press 
IRBIL, Iraq (AP) — Several 
Iraqi Kurdish troops tested 
positive for mustard gas af¬ 
ter battles this summer with 
the Islamic State group in 
northern Iraq, a spokes¬ 
man for the paramilitary 
group said Wednesday. 
Blood samples from the 
Kurdish peshmerga fighters 
sent to a Baghdad lab re¬ 
vealed traces of the toxic 
gas, the spokesman, Jabar 
Yawar told The Associated 
Press. The exposure took 


place during the battles 
along the front lines near 
the northern Iraqi towns of 
Makhmour and Gwer, he 
said. 

The blood tests raise the 
specter that IS used mus¬ 
tard gas in fighting the 
peshmerga forces. If con¬ 
firmed, it would be the lat¬ 
est chemical agent appar¬ 
ently procured and used 
by the extremist Islamic 
State in the war. 

In March, Kurdish authori¬ 
ties in Iraq said they had 
evidence that the militant 
IS group used chlorine gas 


as a chemical weapon 
against its fighters. The al¬ 
legation by the Kurdistan 
Region Security Council, 
stemming from a Jan. 23 
suicide truck bomb attack 
in northern Iraq, followed 
similar allegations about 
the militants using the low- 
grade chemical weapons 
against Iraqi security forces 
as well as on Kurdish fight¬ 
ers in Syria. 

Iraqi Kurdish troops, trained 
and helped by American 
advisers, took the lead in 
battling IS after the extrem¬ 
ist group blitzed across 


much of northern Iraq last 
year. Iraqi government 
forces and allied Shiite mi¬ 
litias have since joined the 
fight, backed by U.S.-led 
coalition airstrikes. 

Yawar said forces from the 
U.S.-led coalition also took 
blood and soil samples in 
the same area and that 
those also tested positive. 
However, according to 
Army Col. Steven Warren, 
the spokesman for the U.S.- 
led coalition in Iraq, “the 
field test was not conclu¬ 
sive." He added that “test¬ 
ing will be done off-site in a 


gold-standard laboratory." 
“We continue to monitor 
reports of chemical weap¬ 
on use closely and stress 
that any use of chemicals 
or biological material as a 
weapon would be further 
evidence of ISIL's barbar¬ 
ity,” Warren added, using 
an acronym for the Islamic 
State group. 

According to a statement 
Wednesday from the pesh¬ 
merga force, the Islamic 
State militants fired some 
50 mortar rounds on Iraqi 
Kurdish positions on Aug. 
li.a 
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Nepal government, protesters discuss size of states 



Laxman Lai Kama from the United Democratic Madhesi Front talks 
government negotiators in Kathmandu, Nepal. 


B. GURUBACHARYA 
Associated Press 
KATHMANDU, Nepal (AP) 

— Negotiators from Ne¬ 
pal’s government and the 
main group protesting the 
country’s new constitution 
discussed the main issue of 
the size of proposed states 
on Wednesday, but said 
little progress was made in 
their second day of talks. 
The United Democratic 
Madhesi Front insisted on 
immediate changes to the 
size of the states specified 
in the constitution, while 
government negotiators 
said changes could only 
be made through an ap¬ 
propriate legal process. 
Both sides agreed to meet 
again Friday. 

The constitution approved 
last month divides Nepal 
into seven new states, 
with some borders slic¬ 
ing through the Madhe- 
sis’ ancestral homeland in 
the southern plains along 
the border with India. Eth¬ 
nic Madhesis, along with 
several other small ethnic 
groups, want the states to 
be larger and to be given 
more autonomy over local 
matters. 

“They have said the state is 
the main issue on which we 
need to reach an agree- 


KIM TONG-HYUNG 
Associated Press 
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) 

— South Korean prosecu¬ 
tors are investigating a 
New York University stu¬ 
dent freed this week by 
North Korea on suspicion 
that he violated a law that 
prohibits South Korean citi¬ 
zens from traveling to the 
North without permission, 
officials said Wednesday. 
The student, Won Moon 
Joo, a South Korean na¬ 
tional, was questioned 
by Seoul’s National Intel- 


ment, but we told them 
that this needs to be done 
through a process follow¬ 
ing the constitution,” gov¬ 
ernment minister Mahesh 
Acharya told reporters. 
Acharya said changes to 
the seven states can only 
be made by a commission 
that needs to be set up. 
“The government or a par¬ 
ty is not able to take such 
a decision right away on 
the state issue. It is a serious 
political matter,” Acharya 
said. 

The United Democratic 


ligence Service upon his 
arrival in South Korea on 
Monday. The investigation 
is now being directed by 
prosecutors for possible 
indictment, according to 
an official from the spy 
agency who didn’t want 
to be identified, citing of¬ 
fice rules. 

Joo, 21, was detained in 
North Korea for about six 
months after being arrest¬ 
ed for crossing the Chinese 
border into the North. 
South Korea’s National Se¬ 
curity Law prohibits citizens 


Madhesi Front said it was 
happy that progress on 
some of its demands was 
made. Prime Minister Sushil 
Koirala visited wounded 
protesters at a hospital 
Tuesday and ordered free 
treatment for them. 
However, they said they 
could not end their pro¬ 
tests near the border until 
progress is made on their 
main political demand. 

The protests have left more 
than 45 people dead, and 
an unofficial blockade re¬ 
lated to the protests has 


from praising North Ko¬ 
rea or from visiting the 
country without approval. 
Joo, who has permanent 
residency status in the 
United States, was one of 
four South Koreans known 
to be held in North Ko¬ 
rea. The three who remain 
there are accused of seri¬ 
ous charges such as espio¬ 
nage or attempts to estab¬ 
lish underground churches 
in the country. 

North Korea often uses de¬ 
tainees in attempts to win 
political concessions and 


to the media after talks with 
(AP Photo/ Niranjan Shrestha) 

halted the flow of fuel and 
supplies to the country’s 
north, including the capi¬ 
tal. 

The Madhesis want the 
entire south and south¬ 
eastern region where 
they live to be their state, 
absorbing chunks of terri¬ 
tory from other proposed 
states. They also say the 
region’s population is thick 
enough to add more con¬ 
stituencies, which would 
mean more of their people 
would be elected to the 
parliament.□ 


aid from rivals Seoul and 
Washington. Its decision 
to release Joo, whose al¬ 
leged crime was relatively 
minor, is a possible indica¬ 
tor that it wants better ties 
with Seoul and may back 
away from a recent threat 
to launch a long-range 
rocket later this month. 
South Korean analysts said. 
The two Koreas are still 
technically at war be¬ 
cause the 1950-53 Ko¬ 
rean War ended with an 
armistice, not a peace 
treaty.Q 


Suu Kyi claims will 
lead government 
if party wins polls 

YANGON, Myanmar (AP) 

— Myanmar opposition 
leader Aung San Suu Kyi 
said Wednesday if her par¬ 
ty wins upcoming elections 
she will lead the country 
from behind the scenes — 
circumventing a clause in 
the constitution that bars 
her from the presidency. 

If the Nov. 8 vote is cred¬ 
ible, most observers be¬ 
lieve Suu Kyi’s National 
League for Democracy 
party will win the most 
seats in the country’s par¬ 
liament. 

By forming a coalition with 
smaller parties, it could 
control a majority. 

A clause in the 2008 con¬ 
stitution, drafted when the 
country was under mili¬ 
tary rule, prevents Suu Kyi 
from taking the top job 
because her late husband 
and two children are Brit¬ 
ish nationals. 

There are no obvious alter¬ 
natives within her party’s 
ranks. 

“I’ve made it quite clear 
that if the NLD wins the 
elections and we form a 
government, I’m going 
to be the leader of that 
government whether or 
not I’m the president," Suu 
Kyi told Indian television 
channel IndiaToday TV. 
“Why not?” she asked with 
a smile. “Do you have to 
be a president in order to 
lead a country?" 
Myanmar, a predominant¬ 
ly Buddhist nation, began 
moving from a half-century 
of military rule toward de¬ 
mocracy in 2011. Though 
there are many concerns 

— including the exclusion 
of ethnic Rohingya Mus¬ 
lims from the process and 
irregularities in voting lists 

— most observers believe 
next month’s elections are 
the country’s best chance 
in decades for relatively 
free and credible pollsQ 


Seoul questions NYU student over North Korea trip 
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Open Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! 


AFTERNOON CRUISE 

DAILY 2pm - 5pm $45 pp 


DAILY SUNSET SAIL 

DAILY 5:30pm - 7:30pm $32 pp' 


Our shorter snorkel cruise, with I Enjoy spectacular sunset. Open 
Open Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! I Bar & Ropeswing included 


Tickets available at Jolly Pirates Shop at MooMba Beach. Boarding at 
MooMba Beach- by the high rise hotels between Holiday Inn and Marriott 
Resorts. Offer not valid in combination with other discount offers. Valid 
for direct telephone reservations Ad APft 

ONLY - Present coupon at boarding 586 8107/592 7858 


Save $10 per couple/per coupon for 
morning cruise Save $5 per couple/ 
per coupon for afternoon cruise 


Honduran businessman accused of money laundering 



In this 2012 photo, Yani Rosenthal walks with his wife Claudia in 
Tegucigalpa, Honduras. The U.S. Justice Department released a 
statement Wednesday, Oct. 7, 2015, saying that Jaime Rolando 
Rosenthal Oliva, his son Yani Benjamin Rosenthal and nephew 
Yankel Rosenthal, as well as seven businesses were labeled 
“specially designated narcotics traffickers” under the Kingpin 
Act. (AP Photo/Fernando Antonio) 


IMF sees recession 
for Latin America on 
commodities shock 

JOSHUA GOODMAN 
Associated Press 
LIMA, Peru (AP) — Latin 
America’s economy is ex¬ 
pected to enter recession 
this year for the first time 
since the end of the global 
financial crisis as China's 
slowdown drives lower 
demand for the region’s 
commodities, threatening 
to undo recent progress in 
reducing poverty, the in¬ 
ternational Monetary Fund 
said Wednesday. 

The Washington-based 
lender, in a report released 
its annual meetings being 
held in Peru, said that the 
rate of economic growth 
in Latin America and the 
Caribbean was set to de¬ 
cline for the fifth consecu¬ 
tive year before rebound¬ 
ing in 2016. 

Pulled down by a deep 
recession in Brazil and Ven¬ 
ezuela, two of South Amer¬ 
ica’s largest economies, 
and by a smaller contrac¬ 
tion in oil-dependent Ecua¬ 
dor, the economies of Latin 
America and the Caribbe¬ 
an are expected to shrink 
by 0.3 percent this year. 
While a stronger U.S. 
economy and lower com¬ 
modity prices should help 
manufacturers in Mexico, 
Central America and the 
oil-importing countries of 
the Caribbean, the big¬ 
gest economies in South 
America, about half of 
whose exports are natu¬ 
ral resources, are likely to 
suffer a protracted slump, 
the IMF said. Venezuela’s 
economy is expected to 
buckle by a whopping 10 
percent even as it copes 
with widespread shortages 
and the world’s highest 
inflation, around 200 per¬ 
cent, the IMF said. □ 


F. CUEVAS 
C. SHERMAN 
Associated Press 
TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras 
(AP) — One of Honduras’s 
most powerful business¬ 
men has been indicted in 
the United States for alleg¬ 
edly laundering money for 
drug traffickers. 

The U.S. Justice Depart¬ 
ment released a statement 
Wednesday saying that 
Jaime Rolando Rosenthal 
Oliva, his son Yani Benjamin 
Rosenthal and nephew 
Yankel Rosenthal, as well 
as seven businesses were 
labeled “specially desig¬ 
nated narcotics traffickers” 
under the Kingpin Act. 
Yankel Rosenthal was ar¬ 
rested Tuesday at Miami’s 
airport. A call to his attor¬ 
ney in Miami was not im¬ 
mediately returned. 

The statement said they 
“provide money launder¬ 
ing and other services that 
support the international 
narcotics trafficking ac¬ 
tivities of multiple Central 
American drug traffickers 


FRANK BAJAK 

Associated Press 

LIMA, Peru (AP) — The 

biggest risks to the glob¬ 
al economy are now in 
emerging markets, where 
private companies have 
racked up considerable 
debt amid a fifth straight 
year of slowing growth, 
the International Monetary 
Fund said Wednesday. 

“We estimate that there 
is up to $3 trillion in over¬ 
borrowing in emerging 
markets,” Jose Vinals, a 
top IMF official, said in pre¬ 
senting the body’s Global 


and their criminal organi¬ 
zations.” 

Jaime Rosenthal heads 
Grupo Continental, a 
sprawling collection of 


Financial Stability report at 
its annual meeting. 

He told reporters that an 
unprecedented lending 
spree has come to an end 
with the plunge in prices 
for oil, minerals and other 
commodities that econo¬ 
mists attribute to China’s 
slowdown. 

The risk is that shocks from 
bankruptcies in the devel¬ 
oping world’s private sec¬ 
tor, particularly in heavily 
com modi ties-dependent 
Latin American econo¬ 
mies, could be amplified in 
global financial markets. 


businesses ranging from 
a bank to a meatpacker 
and is a four-time presiden¬ 
tial candidate. A senior U.S 
Treasury Department of- 


The worst-case scenario, 
said Vinals, is “a vicious cy¬ 
cle of fire sales and volatil¬ 
ity.” 

Vinals said over-borrowing 
in China, where an August 
devaluation sent global 
markets reeling, amounts 
to nearly 25 percent of the 
Asian power’s economic 
output and will need to be 
managed gingerly. 

Seven years after the 
global recession, he said 
advanced economies still 
need to address remaining 
legacies of the crisis. 

For European banks, that 


ficial, who requested ano¬ 
nymity to speak about the 
case, said that it was the 
first time the Kingpin Act 
had been used against a 
foreign bank. 

The official called it “one of 
the most significant mon¬ 
ey laundering networks in 
Central America.” 

“The Rosenthals have in the 
past used their immense 
and ill-gotten wealth to 
obtain political influence 
and to provide services 
to a number of Central 
American drug traffickers 
and their criminal organi¬ 
zations,” the official said. 
All of their assets in the U.S. 
have been blocked so that 
no U.S. citizens may do 
business with them or their 
companies anywhere in 
the world. 

Aggressive interdiction 
efforts in the Caribbean 
pushed cocaine trafficking 
into Central America, over¬ 
whelming small countries 
with histories of political in¬ 
stability and without the re¬ 
sources to combat it.Q 


means getting rid of some 
900 billion euros worth 
of bad loans that Vinals 
called a continuing drag 
on the region’s economy. 
Once removed from bal¬ 
ance sheets, the report es¬ 
timates, two-thirds of that 
amount would be freed up 
for new lending. 

Vinals, director of the IMF’s 
Monetary and Capital 
Markets Department, said 
the fund does not yet con¬ 
sider it time for the U.S. Fed¬ 
eral Reserve to raise inter¬ 
est rates, which have been 
near zero since the crisis.□ 


IMF: 

Up to $3T in over-borrowing in emerging markets 
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US official says Cuba should develop private sector 


HAVANA (AP) — U.S. Com¬ 
merce Secretary Penny 
Pritzker on Wednesday 
called on the Cuban gov¬ 
ernment to let private en¬ 
terprise thrive on the com¬ 
munist-ruled island and to 
grant its citizens greater ac¬ 
cess to the Internet. 

Pritzker was visiting Cuba 
for two days, leading a del¬ 
egation of officials from the 
U.S. Treasury, Commerce 
and State departments for 
meetings with officials from 
Cuban government minis¬ 
tries and businesses. 


She started her visit Tues¬ 
day with a stop at the Mari- 
el free trade zone outside 
the capital of Havana. 

The commerce secretary 
is the most senior U.S. offi¬ 
cial to travel to Cuba since 
Secretary of State John 
Kerry visited on Aug. 14 for 
a flag-raising ceremony 
outside the U.S. diplomatic 
mission in Havana, which is 
now upgraded to a full em¬ 
bassy following restoration 
of relations in July. 

“We urge President Cas¬ 
tro and his government to 


make it easier for Cuban 
citizens to trade and travel 
more freely, to enjoy the 
fruits of their labor, to ac¬ 
cess the Internet and to 
(be) hired directly by for¬ 
eign companies,” she said 
Wednesday at the start of 
meetings between officials 
from both countries. 

Since the Dec. 17 an¬ 
nouncement that the for¬ 
mer Cold War foes would 
work toward normalization 
of relations, the Obama 
administration has eased 
some economic restrictions 


on Cuba. A trade embargo 
remains in place under U.S. 
law, but Obama is now al¬ 
lowing U.S. firms to send 
supplies to private Cuban 
businesses and export tele¬ 
phones, computers and In¬ 
ternet technology. 

The U.S. government has 
also eliminated the previ¬ 
ous limit on remittances 
that people can send to 
relatives on the island, 
among other measures. 

The impact of those moves, 
Pritzer said, “will depend 
on the Cuban government 


also taking steps to update 
its regulatory system and re¬ 
form the economy in ways 
that support continued de¬ 
velopment of the Cuban 
private sector and increase 
the prosperity of the Cuban 
people.” Cuba’s foreign 
ministry said in a statement 
that the goal of the meet¬ 
ings is an “exchange over 
the reach and limitations of 
the measures recently tak¬ 
en by the U.S. government 
to modify some aspects of 
the application of the em¬ 
bargo against Cuba.” Q 


Kerry pays visit to Haiti to discuss election preparations 



U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry, center, shakes hand with Haiti's President Michel Martelly at the 
National Palace in Port-au-Prince, Haiti. Kerry stopped briefly in Haiti to discuss preparations for 
the country’s upcoming presidential and parliamentary elections. 

( AP Photo/Dieu Nalio Chery) 


■ 


DAVID McFADDEN 
Associated Press 
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) 

— U.S. Secretary of State 
John Kerry stopped in Hai¬ 
ti’s capital on Tuesday to 
discuss preparations for the 


country’s upcoming elec¬ 
tions and encourage peo¬ 
ple to refrain from disrupting 
balloting after a messy par¬ 
liamentary first round in Au¬ 
gust. In some districts, legis¬ 
lative elections held Aug. 9 


were so plagued with disor¬ 
der and voter intimidation 
that makeup elections will 
have to be held in more 
than two dozen constitu¬ 
encies. Monitors with the 
Organization of American 


States said the irregularities 
were not enough to invali¬ 
date overall results. 

“Haiti needs governing 
institutions that are legiti¬ 
mate and representative, 
and those cannot come 
into being without free and 
fair elections that take part 
without intimidation, with¬ 
out violence,” Kerry said 
on the grounds of Haiti’s 
National Palace in Port-au- 
Prince. Haiti will hold its first 
round of presidential elec¬ 
tions on Oct. 25 at the same 
time as runoffs for legisla¬ 
tive seats. With none of the 
54 presidential candidates 
likely to dominate voting, 
this month’s election is ex¬ 
pected to force the two 
highest vote-getters into a 
Dec. 27 runoff to become 
Haiti’s next leader. 

With outgoing President Mi¬ 
chel Martelly at his side, Ker¬ 
ry encouraged Haitians to 
listen to those candidates 
who offer “real plans” to 
advance the country, not¬ 
ing there needs to be con¬ 
fidence in the political sys¬ 
tem to help attract invest¬ 


ment and jobs. 

He said the U.S. and the 
rest of the international 
community hope that the 
Oct. 25 elections will be a 
“smoother process” than 
what took place in August. 
In a Caribbean country 
that has undergone more 
than 30 coups in 200 years, 
Kerry stressed that it was 
only through holding elec¬ 
tions that a “legitimate 
transfer of power can take 
place.” 

Martelly thanked Kerry for 
Washington’s support with 
helping to finance elec¬ 
tions, strengthen the rough¬ 
ly 12,000-member national 
police force and boost 
the chronically struggling 
economy. The U.S. is Haiti’s 
largest international donor, 
providing more than $30 
million to support this year’s 
electoral process alone. 
Acknowledging that the 
Aug. 9 elections were “far 
from perfect,” Martelly said 
that the upcoming vote on 
Oct. 25 “should be better" 
organized by election au¬ 
thorities. □ 


37 accused of smuggling drugs through Puerto Rico’s airport 


DANICA COTO 
Associated Press 
SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico 
(AP) — Federal authorities 
issued arrest warrants on 
Wednesday for 37 Puerto 
Ricans they say ran a ring 
that smuggled drugs on 
commercial flights from the 
island to the U.S. mainland. 
The group is accused of 
transporting 180 kilograms 
(397 pounds) of cocaine 
to places including Orlan¬ 


do, Baltimore, Philadelphia 
and Connecticut. U.S. At¬ 
torney Rosa Emilia Rodri¬ 
guez said the group is ac¬ 
cused of making at least 40 
trips originating from Puerto 
Rico’s main international 
airport and paying drug 
mules to hide vacuum- 
packed cocaine in suitcas¬ 
es since May 2013. Prosecu¬ 
tors said the couriers would 
receive anywhere from 
$200 to $1,500 per suitcase, 


and that they often carried 
cash on their trips back to 
Puerto Rico. 

So far, no airline employees 
or airport workers appear 
to be involved, Rodriguez 
said, though the investiga¬ 
tion is continuing. 

One suspect was arrested 
in Orlando and at least 28 
were arrested in Puerto 
Rico as of Wednesday af¬ 
ternoon, authorities said. 
The arrests come after an 


investigation that began 
in December 2014 with the 
cooperation of some couri¬ 
ers, said James Doby, act¬ 
ing special agent in charge 
of the Caribbean division 
of the Drug Enforcement 
Administration. The opera¬ 
tion, dubbed “Bad Trip," 
comes roughly three years 
after federal authorities 
raided Puerto Rico’s main 
airport and arrested more 
than 30 people accused 


of smuggling millions of 
dollars’ worth of drugs on 
commercial flights. Among 
the accused were former 
airline employees. Puerto 
Rico Public Affairs Secretary 
Jesus Manuel Ortiz said this 
week that cocaine seizures 
so far this year are up by 63 
percent, heroin seizures by 
100 percent and marijuana 
seizures by more than 150 
percent compared with all 
of last year.Q 











Loyal Visitors Honored at the Divi Phoenix Beach Resort 



PALM BEACH - Recently 
the Aruba Tourism Author¬ 
ity had the great pleasure 
of honoring a group of 
loyal and friendly visitors of 
Aruba at the Divi Phoenix 
Beach Resort as Ambassa¬ 
dors of Goodwill and Em¬ 
erald Ambassadors. The 
symbolic honorary title is 


presented in the name of 
the Minister of Tourism as 
a token of appreciation to 
guests who visit Aruba for 
20-to-34 and 35-or-more 
consecutive years. 

The honorees were Mr. 
George and Mr. Gertrude 
Bordua of Thompson, Con¬ 
necticut, Mr. Rosario and 


Mrs. Vincenzo Balsamo of 
Ontario, Canada, Mr. John 
and Mrs. Sharon Ahern of 
Windsor, Connecticut, and 
Mr. Michael and Mrs. Gloria 
Friedman from New York, 
New York. 

All the honorees are loyal 
members of the Divi Phoe¬ 
nix and they love Aruba 


very much because of the 
friendly people, the weath¬ 
er, the beaches, the res¬ 
taurants, the Casinos, and 
just about everything else! 
They say Aruba feels like a 
second home where the 
people are like family to 
them, and the Divi Phoenix 
is truly their ‘home-away- 


from-home. 

' The certificates were pre¬ 
sented by Mr. Ernest Giel 
representing the Aruba 
Tourism Authority together 
with staff members and 
General Manager Gerrit 
Griffith of the Divi Phoenix 
Beach Resort. □ 
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Loyal Visitors Honored at the Costa Linda Beach Resort 



PALM BEACH - Recently the Aruba Tourism Au¬ 
thority had the great pleasure of honoring a 
pair of loyal and friendly visitors of Aruba at the 
Costa Linda Beach Resort as Ambassadors of 
Goodwill. The symbolic honorary title is present¬ 
ed in the name of the Minister of Tourism as a 
token of appreciation to guests who visit Aruba 


for 20-to-34 consecutive years.The honorees 
were Mr. Jim and Mrs. Jeanette Whelan from 
Connecticut. Jim and Jeanette are loyal mem¬ 
bers of the Costa Linda and they love Aruba 
very much because of the friendly people, the 
weather, the beaches, the restaurants, the Ca¬ 
sinos, and just about everything else! They say 


Aruba feels like a second home where the peo¬ 
ple are like family to them, and the Costa Linda 
is truly their ‘home-away-from-home.’ The cer¬ 
tificates were presented by Ms. Marouska Hey- 
liger representing the Aruba Tourism Authority 
together with family, friends and staff members 
of the Costa Linda Beach Resort. □ 


Loyal Visitors Honored at the Playa Linda Beach Resort 




1 i 


PALM BEACH - Recently the Aruba Tourism Au¬ 
thority had the great pleasure of honoring a 
pair of loyal and friendly visitors of Aruba at the 
Playa Linda Beach Resort as Ambassadors of 
Goodwill. The symbolic honorary title is present¬ 
ed in the name of the Minister of Tourism as a 
token of appreciation to guests who visit Aruba 


for 20-to-34 consecutive years. 

The honorees were Mr. George and Mrs. Joan 
Lang from New York. George and Joan are 
loyal members of the Playa Linda and they love 
Aruba very much because of the friendly peo¬ 
ple, the weather, the beaches, the restaurants, 
the Casinos, and just about everything else! 


They say Aruba feels like a second home where 
the people are like family to them, and the Pla¬ 
ya Linda is truly their ‘home-away-from-home.’ 
The certificates were presented by Ms. Marous¬ 
ka Heyliger representing the Aruba Tourism Au¬ 
thority together with staff members and Yvette 
Tromp of the Playa Linda Beach Resort.□ 
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In the Renaissance Marketplace: 


Dine and Delight at Sidebar Bistro, a Stylish, Hip Restaurant 



ORANJESTAD - Sidebar is 
unique in a trendy, sassy 
and sexy way, it is ready to 
welcome young and old! 
Sidebar is the place that 
serves the best burgers on 
the island and even has 
vegetarian food. Dutch 
owners Niels Stooter, his 
manager Kim d’Hont, to¬ 
gether with their team are 
waiting to serve you the 
diner of your dreams! 
Common ground and de¬ 
nominating factor of the 
guests includes the enjoy¬ 
ment of life, in particular 
the good things, such as 
great bistro food, wonder¬ 
ful drinks and a relaxed, 
happy atmosphere. 


Side Bar is the name of a 
stylish, hip restaurant on 
the side of the Renaissance 
Marketplace; just hop in¬ 
side, sit at the bar or on 
the amazing porch and 
enjoy! One of the guests 
was overheard remarking: 
"I was wondering how one 
could find niche for a new 
restaurant on Aruba, but 
I believe Niels has found it 
with Sidebar. The combina¬ 
tion gourmet burger and 
aged Bourbons is one that 
we don't have yet on the 
island. This bistro is going to 
soar.” Others agreed and 
they added that the food, 
atmosphere and the staff is 
absolutely terrificO 
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Crystal & Seaport Casinos Hand Out 2 New Cars in 7 Days! 



CAR! Cars are coming and 
going from the Crystal & 
Seaport Casinos: “Just as 
a new car is won today, 
another is put in tomorrow, 
also up for grabs!” 
Marketing Coordinator Tir- 
zane Cordeiro informed 
that 10 Toyota Yaris and 
8 other luxury model cars 
have already been won at 
the Crystal & Seaport Casi¬ 
nos this year! 

Come try your luck and 
take a chance at winning 


ORANJESTAD- Aruba Crys¬ 
tal & Seaport Casinos are 
excited to announce that 
they had the pleasure of 
giving away a brand new 
Mercedez Benz AND a 
brand new Toyota Yaris in 
a matter of only 7 days! 
Happy winners Mrs. Suzan- 
na Maduro and Mrs. Linda 
Castillo were shocked and 
overcome with excitement 
the moment they saw their 
lucky machines hit the 
jackpot, indicating they 
had won a BRAND NEW 




a BRAND NEW CAR at one 
of their 20 lucky machines! 
In the photos the happy 
winners receive the keys 


to their BRAND NEW CARS 
from the Crystal & Seaport 
Casinos. Crystal & Seaport 
Casinos: Simply the BestlQ 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: “from the pier to your plate!” 



ORANJESTAD - The down¬ 
town marina is home of Drift¬ 
wood Fishing Charters, the 
successful fisherman of the 
established seafood restau¬ 
rant Driftwood in Oranjestad. 
Driftwood owner Herby 


Merryweater has a love and 
passion for fishing. 

A fisherman who knows about fish, 
what our local waters have to offer, 
and what the words :fresh seafood” 
really mean. 

What Herby catches will be served 
in his restaurant on the same day. 
Herby loves to share his fishing 
passion with the many visitors to 
the island. His fleet of a 35ft. Twin 
Engine Bertram yacht and a 50ft. 
Twin Engine Post yacht, 
appropriately called “Driftwood I 
and II, is available for charters on 
12 noon and from 1pm to 5pm. 




Winners of Inti. LUHRS Marina Group Blue Marlin Release Tournament 2009 


Catch your own dinner 

A charter includes: captain, mate 
all fishing equipment, bait, sodas 
and bottled water. On a full day 
charter sandwiches and snacks are 
also included. 

You can call Herby directly at (297) 
592 4040 or go to www.drftwooda- 
ruba.com 

Driftwood Restaurant. This 
authentic Aruban seafood restau¬ 
rant is located in characteristic 
downtown Oranjestad. Their 


extended menu has been jubled by 
many. Driftwood offers daily spe¬ 
cials, as well as a delicious 4-course 
menu for just $25.95 Charter deep 
sea fishing rates: $400 - 1/2 day • 
$760 - full day. Rates per boat Max. 
6 people. Driftwood Restaurant 
Authentic Aruban Seafood Res¬ 
taurant; Klipstraat #12, Downtown 
Oranjestad. Tel: (297) 583 2515 
www.driftwoodaruba.com 
Open hours: every day, from 5pm till 
10:30pm. Sunday Closed. 

































NFL approves 
more international 
games, some 
outside England 

BARRY WILNER 
AP Pro Football Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The NFL's 
appetite for international 
games is growing. 

The league’s owners ap¬ 
proved more such games 
through 2025 on Wednes¬ 
day, including ones in 
places other than England 
— possibly Mexico, Germa¬ 
ny and Canada. 

“We think it’s time to ex¬ 
pand our international se¬ 
ries to other countries and 
respond to the growing in¬ 
terest in our game not only 
in the U.K., but elsewhere 
around the world,” Com¬ 
missioner Roger Goodell 
said. 

So not only was the agree¬ 
ment for games in Britain 
extended through 2016, 
but other nations will be 
considered as well. Mex¬ 
ico, where one regular- 
season game was played 
in 2005 and drew a record 
attendance of 103,467, is a 
front-runner for next year. 
“That’s our biggest fan 
base, our most vibrant mar¬ 
ket,” said Mark Waller, the 
league’s vice president/in¬ 
ternational. “It would be a 
logical place to start.” 

The NFL will announce the 
2016 international games 
this fall. Three games are 
at London’s Wembley Sta¬ 
dium this season for the 
second straight year, and 
that number could be in¬ 
creased. 

“We haven’t committed to 
any games in London, but 
it would be a big surprise to 
me if we went backward,” 
Waller said. “We have 
great momentum. We sold 
out three games there. I’d 
be shocked if we didn’t 
play three games. ... We 
could’ve played four this 
year.” 


Continued on Page 18 
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Upstart Astros outshine star-driv&pYarH^^ 


Flouston Astros Carlos Gomez (30) reacts after crossing home plate^ 
after hitting a solo-home run against the New York Yankees during 
the fourth inning of the AmeriGa rTHfalS ^^irduGard baseball game, 
Tuesday, Oct. 6, 2015, in NewiYork. ' 
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Spieth, Dustin Johnson partners in Presidents Cup 



United States' Jordan Spieth, right, gestures as he walks a fairway with teammate Dustin Johnson 
during their final practice round ahead of the Presidents Cup golf tournament at the Jack Nicklaus 
Golf Club Korea, in Incheon, South Korea, Wednesday, Oct. 7, 2015. 

Associated Press 


DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
INCHEON, South Korea 
(AP) — Jordan Spieth and 
Dustin Johnson battled at 
Chambers Bay in the U.S. 
Open. They will be partners 
in South Korea at the Presi¬ 
dents Cup. 

U.S. captain Jay Haas 
saved Spieth and Johnson 
for the anchor match of 
foursomes Thursday when 
the Presidents Cup begins 
at the Jack Nicklaus Golf 
Club Korea. They will face 
Marc Leishman of Austra¬ 
lia and Danny Lee of New 
Zealand. 

Lee was born in Seoul be¬ 
fore moving as a child. He 
will be the only Korean- 
born player to compete 
in the opening session, the 
first Presidents Cup held in 
Asia. Sangmoon Bae, who 
is returning home and will 
begin his 21-month man¬ 
datory military service after 
the matches, was held out 
because his partner, Chari 
Schwartzel, is still weak from 
a virus. Spieth won the U.S. 
Open by one shot when 
Johnson three-putted from 
12 feet on the final hole. 
Haas said they asked to 
play together in the Presi¬ 
dents Cup, and it was an 


easy choice for the cap¬ 
tain. “They have been 
wanting this pairing,” Haas 
said. “And what Jordan 
wants, Jordan gets right 
now. So that was our think¬ 
ing there.” Spieth has domi¬ 
nated golf this year with two 
majors victories, three other 
PGA Tour wins, a sweep of 


all the major awards and 
the No. 1 ranking. He had a 
successful partnership with 
Patrick Reed in the Ryder 
Cup last year by going 2-0- 
1. Reed is playing with Matt 
Kuchar on Thursday against 
Louis Oosthuizen and Bran- 
den Grace of South Africa. 
The last time Johnson was 


in a team event, the 2012 
Ryder Cup, he and Kuchar 
won both their matches to¬ 
gether at Medinah. Haas 
said a Reed-Spieth pairing 
is possible later in the week. 
“Matt is pretty easy to be 
with,” Haas said. “Patrick 
loves the match play as¬ 
pect of it and certainly 


wants Jordan at some 
time during the course of 
the matches. But again, 
we wanted to get Jordan 
what he wanted here early 
on, and maybe that can 
happen down the road.” 

In other opening matches: 

— Adam Scott and Hideki 
Matsuyama, who went 
1-2-1 in all four matches at 
Muirfield Village two years 
ago, will lead off against 
Bubba Watson and J.B. 
Holmes. 

— Jimmy Walker and Rick¬ 
ie Fowler, 0-1-3 in their part¬ 
nership at the Ryder Cup 
last year, face Anirban La- 
hiri and Thongchai Jaidee. 

— Jason Day and Ste¬ 
ven Bowditch put Aussie 
pride on the line against 
Phil Mickelson and Zach 
Johnson. The format has 
changed this year to elimi¬ 
nate four matches, mean¬ 
ing each team had to sit 
two players in the open¬ 
ing session for the first time 
since 2000. Haas sat out his 
son, Bill Haas, and Chris Kirk. 
International captain Nick 
Price's decision was easier 
because of Schwartzel, 
who was in bed Wednes¬ 
day morning during the fi¬ 
nal day of practice.Q 



In this Oct. 2, 2005 file photo, a fan wearing a sombrero blows 
a horn outside of the Azteca Stadium in Mexico City, Mexico, 
before the start of the first regular-season NFL game between 
the Arizona Cardinals and 49ers. 

Associated Press 


Continued from Page 17 

Earlier this year, the NFL 
agreed with English Premier 
League club Tottenham to 
play at least two games a 
season at its new stadium 
in north London, which is 
scheduled to open in 2018. 
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That is a 10-year deal. 
Regular-season interna¬ 
tional games began in 
2007 at Wembley. One 
game per year was played 
until 2013, when the league 
increased it to two. 


Now other locales very 
much are in play. 

“The great news now is that 
we have the ability to go 
look at all geographies,” 
Waller said. “We've been 
very clear that our priority 


after getting the UK up and 
running is Mexico and po¬ 
tentially Germany, so that’s 
where our focus is. Mexico 
we are hugely excited 
about, always have been, 
at least since 2005.” 
Cowboys executive Ste¬ 
phen Jones said his team 
would be interested in 
playing in Mexico City, but 
not if it meant giving up a 
home game. 

“We'd like to see if we 
can add a game in a new 
country for 2016, 

” Waller added. “That’s our 
goal. We’ll definitely con¬ 
tinue the U.K. focus.” 

The league also is looking 
at Canada — Toronto and 
Vancouver, British Colum¬ 
bia — and several cities in 
Germany have expressed 
interest. 

Waller said the NFL would 
not place international se¬ 
ries games in two countries 
other than the United King¬ 
dom next year. 

The league also is looking 
at moving the Pro Bowl 


outside the U.S. Brazil has 
expressed interest in the all- 
star game, and Waller said 
Australia, South Africa and 
Asia also were potential 
sites, but probably not be¬ 
fore early 2018. 

“You could realistically look 
at taking that almost any¬ 
where in the world where 
it’s appealing,” Waller said. 
“It’s hard to imagine taking 
a regular-season game to 
Australia or 

Asia or the Far East because 
how would you make the 
logistics work and then be 
competitive? 

“But the great thing about 
the Pro Bowl is that it’s a 
celebration of the end of 
the season, 

so we are much more open 
to where in the world would 
it be fantastic for players to 
go and celebrate the end 
of the season. Rio would be 
great. 

South Africa would be 
great. Australia would be 
great. It’s a very different 
animal. 
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Fowles, Lynx pull out tense Game 2, even Finals 1-1 



Minnesota Lynx center Sylvia Fowles (34) passes through Indiana Fever guard Shavonte Zellous 
(1) and Tamika Catchings (24) in the second half of Game 2 of the WNBA basketball finals, Tues¬ 
day, Oct. 6, 2015, in Minneapolis. 


JON KRAWCZYNSKI 
AP Basketball Writer 
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Min¬ 
nesota beat Indiana 77- 
71 on Tuesday to level the 
best-of-five WNBA Finals se¬ 
ries at 1-1, led by 21 points 
and nine rebounds from 
Sylvia Fowles. 

Fowles made 10 of 13 shots 
and Maya Moore added 
19 points and eight boards 
for the Lynx, who are look¬ 
ing for their third champi¬ 
onship in five years. 

Briann January scored 17 
points and Tamika Catch¬ 
ings had 11 points, nine re¬ 
bounds and five assists for 
the Fever, who nearly won 
their second straight game 
on the road to open this 
rematch of the 2012 series 
won by Indiana. 

Game 3 is Friday in India¬ 
napolis. 

Seimone Augustus scored 
11 points on 5-for-14 shoot¬ 
ing and the Lynx outscored 
the Fever 21-8 on second- 


chance points after losing 
that category 22-12 in the 
opener. 

With Fowles’ size too much 
for Indiana to handle down 
low, the Lynx played with 
a desperation that was fit¬ 
ting after they got bullied in 
the opener. The Fever took 
Game 1 of the series in 2012 
to lay the groundwork for 
the run to the franchise’s 
first championship, and 
the Lynx knew a 2-0 deficit 
would be incredibly difficult 
to overcome. 

They trailed by eight points 
in the third quarter, but 
when Catchings had to go 
to the bench with her fifth 
foul, they pounced. 

Just 2 for 7 in the first 25 min¬ 
utes of the game, Moore 
scored six points in under 
two minutes, assisted on 
two more buckets and 
grabbed a key rebound off 
of a missed free throw to 
spark a 17-5 run that closed 


the third quarter and gave 
the Lynx a 63-59 lead. 
Moore scored eight of Min¬ 
nesota’s 14 points in the 


fourth quarter to push Indi¬ 
ana back. 

Despite the loss, the Fever 
return home for Games 3 


Associated Press 

and 4 with the chance to 
close out the series without 
having to come back to 
Minnesota. □ 
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Astros beat Yankees 3-0 in al wild-card game 



Houston Astros' Carlos Gomez, left, and Evan Gattis joke around during player introductions before the start of the American League 
wild card baseball game against the New York Yankees, Tuesday, Oct. 6, 2015, in New York. 

Associated Press 


HOWIE RUMBERG 
AP BASEBALL WRITER 
NEW YORK (AP) - A year 
ago, no one could’ve pic¬ 
tured this. Yet here they 
were, Dallas Keuchel and 
the Houston Astros, soaking 
in champagne, merrily pos¬ 
ing for a victory shot on the 
mound at Yankee Stadium. 
After all that losing, this was 
one October win to re¬ 
member. 

Pitching on three days’ rest 
for the first time in his ca¬ 
reer, Keuchel baffled New 
York for six innings of three- 
hit ball. Colby Rasmus and 
Carlos Gomez homered, 
and the Astros beat the 
Yankees 3-0 Tuesday night 
in the American League 
wild-card game. 

“Nobody really gave us 
anything at the start of 
the year. And I don’t think 
anybody gave us a shot at 
the end of the year,” said 
Keuchel, the AL’s only 20- 
game winner. 

The orange-clad Astros, 
who secured their spot in 
this winner-take-all game 
on the last day of the regu¬ 
lar season, advanced to 
the Division Series against 
the defending AL champi¬ 
on Royals starting Thursday 
night in Kansas City. 
Aggressive from the start in 
their initial playoff appear¬ 
ance as an AL club - and 
first since being swept by 
the White Sox in the 2005 
World Series - the Astros 
came out swinging against 
Masahiro Tanaka in front of 
a revved-up Bronx crowd. 
Rasmus sent Tanaka’s first 
pitch of the second inning 
soaring into deep right 
field. Gomez, who only had 
five plate appearances 
after missing nearly two 
weeks with a strained chest 
muscle in mid-September, 
connected on the first of¬ 
fering of the fourth. 

“That really settled me 
down, and that’s who we 
are,” Keuchel said. “We hit 
a lot of home runs, pitch 
well and play defense.” 

AL hits leader Jose Altuve 
had an RBI single off All-Star 
reliever Dellin Betances in 
the seventh. 

Reliever Tony Sipp walked 
one, and Will Harris and 


Luke Gregerson were 
each perfect for an inning 
to finish the three-hitter. 
The boos from the 50,113 
stunned fans in the crowd 
grew with each out as Gre¬ 
gerson closed for a save. 
The Astros raced to an 
area between first and sec¬ 
ond after Brian McCann 
grounded out to end it and 
jumped up and down in a 
big scrum. As he was com¬ 
ing off the field, Keuchel 
pumped his fists toward a 
group of cheering Astros 
supporters in orange shirts - 
a few in big black beards - 
behind the visiting dugout. 
It was a celebration a few 
years in the making, a rau¬ 
cous 30-minute party in 
the visiting clubhouse that 
carried onto the field. The 
Astros had averaged 104 
losses in their previous four 
seasons. 

“Now we get to go to Kan¬ 
sas City. It’s going to be 
some grind-it-out baseball," 
Rasmus said. “We have to 
come in there the way we 
came in tonight. It’s going 


to be fun.” 

In a matchup of teams that 
surprised many by build¬ 
ing big division leads and 
then wasting them, the up¬ 
start Astros, just two years 
removed from a 111-loss 
season, looked the more 
comfortable team in the 
October limelight. 

They clowned around dur¬ 
ing pregame introductions, 
and stayed loose the whole 
game. 

The Yankees lost six of sev¬ 
en to close the regular sea¬ 
son. Then before working 
out Monday, they learned 
CC Sabathia was check¬ 
ing into an alcohol rehab 
facility and would miss the 
postseason. 

Despite all the talk of a 
playoff reset for the strug¬ 
gling lineup, New York went 
bust against a new nemesis 
in its first postseason game 
of the post-Derek Jeter era. 
“Just didn’t get it done," 
manager Joe Girardi said. 
Fans taunted the 27-year- 
old Keuchel the moment 
he walked to the outfield 


for warmups. Then he toyed 
with the Yankees from the 
first batter, striking out Brett 
Gardner looking. 

“It’s hard not to get up for 
a game like this,” Keuchel 
said of pitching on short 
rest. “I’ve worked so hard 
the last four years in the 
big leagues, especially with 
rebuilding with our team. I 
knew if we had a shot, I was 
going to give everything I 
possibly could.” 

Gardner, McCann, Chris 
Young and Girardi had 
words with plate umpire 
Eric Cooper as Keuchel 
cruised through New York’s 
lineup for the third time this 
season. 

The AL Cy Young Award 
contender held the Yan¬ 
kees scoreless for 16 in¬ 
nings in two regular-season 
starts. On this much bigger 
stage, the lefty was just as 
confounding, dropping his 
slider and two-seam fast¬ 
ball seemingly wherever he 
wanted in striking out seven 
as nearly all his teammates 
and coaches stood along 


the dugout railing for every 
pitch. 

When he gave up two 
singles in the sixth - bring¬ 
ing the crowd to its feet 
with Alex Rodriguez step¬ 
ping into the batter’s box 
- manager A.J. Hinch took 
a walk to the mound to 
give Keuchel a breather. 
Keuchel responded by get¬ 
ting A-Rod to fly out lazily to 
center field for his final out. 
“"He was as good as it 
gets,” A-Rod said. “He was 
Greg Maddux from the left 
side.” 

Keuchel is the first pitcher 
with a scoreless postsea¬ 
son start on three days’ rest 
since Josh Beckett pitched 
a shutout for the Marlins 
at Yankee Stadium in the 
clinching Game 6 of the 
2003 World Series, STATS 
said. 

Tanaka struggled with the 
long ball, giving up 25 hom¬ 
ers in 24 starts this year. He 
only allowed two more hits 
in five innings but matched 
a season high with three 
walks.□ 
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James Blake: Police watchdog 
substantiates force complaint 


NEW YORK (AP) — Two po¬ 
lice officers involved in the 
mistaken arrest of James 
Blake, including one who 
allegedly tackled the for¬ 
mer professional tennis 
player, will face an admin¬ 
istrative trial after the city's 
police watchdog substan¬ 
tiated Blake’s excessive 
force complaint. 

Mina Malik, the executive 
director of the New York 
City's Civilian Complaint 
Review Board, said in a let¬ 
ter sent to Blake on Tues¬ 
day that investigators had 
substantiated complaints 
he made after his Sept. 9 
arrest alleging that Officer 
James Frascatore used ex¬ 
cessive force and Detec¬ 
tive Daniel Herzog abused 
his authority. 

Surveillance video showed 
Frascatore approaching 
Blake in front of the Grand 
Hyatt New York Hotel in 
Manhattan and grabbing 
his arm and roughly tak¬ 
ing him to the ground. Po¬ 
lice said Blake, who had 
ranked as high as No. 4 in 


the world before retiring 
from the ATP Tour after the 
2013 U.S. Open, had been 
mistakenly identified as 
being part of a cellphone 
fraud scheme. Frascatore 
had mistaken Blake for a 
suspect who looked like 
him, police said. 

Mayor Bill de Blasio and Po¬ 
lice Commissioner William 
Bratton have both apolo¬ 
gized to Blake, who has 
said he believes Frascatore 
should be fired. 

The officer, who has been 
with the New York Police 
Department for about four 
years, had been named in 
several civil rights lawsuits 
alleging excessive force. 
He was placed on desk 
duty after the encounter 
with Blake. 

“It is my understanding that 
these officers now face an 
administrative trial for their 
roles in the respective of¬ 
fenses, 1 ' Blake said in a 
statement Wednesday. “I 
have complete respect for 
the principle of due pro¬ 
cess and appreciate the 


efforts of the CCRB to ad¬ 
vance this investigation.” 

A departmental trial could 
end in disciplinary action or 
termination. 

Malik said Blake’s com¬ 
plaint had been resolved 
in less than 30 days, but 
she declined to provide 
further information about 
the probe, citing state pri¬ 
vacy laws. “Our commit¬ 
ment remains to be a fair 
and vigilant resource for 
all people who have com¬ 
plaints about police mis¬ 
conduct, and to judge the 
cases based on thorough, 
even-handed investiga¬ 
tions which serve the public 
and officers alike,” she said. 
A spokesman for the city’s 
police union had no imme¬ 
diate comment Wednes¬ 
day evening. But Patrol¬ 
men’s Benevolent Associa¬ 
tion President Patrick Lynch 
has said the officers were 
apprehending someone 
they “had every reason to 
believe was an individual 
who had just committed a 
crime.”□ 


WADA keeps thyroid medication 
off banned-substances list 


EDDIE PELLS 
AP National Writer 
MONTREAL (AP) — Lead¬ 
ers at the World Anti- 
Doping Agency say 
there’s no scientific rea¬ 
son to ban thyroid medi¬ 
cation, despite reports 
that some high-profile 
long-distance runners 
use the medicine during 
training. 

After reports that a num¬ 
ber of athletes coached 
by former Boston and 
New York City Marathon 
winner Alberto Salazar 
take the medication, 
which can be used as 
a stimulant and to con¬ 
trol weight, the British 
anti-doping agency and 
others asked WADA to 
consider putting it on its 
banned-substance list. 
But when the list came 
out last week, that medi¬ 
cine wasn’t on it. 

Olivier Rabin, the sci¬ 


ence director at WADA, 
said Wednesday that 
because the medicine 
stops the body from pro¬ 
ducing its own hormones 
once they reach a cer¬ 
tain level, there’s no sci¬ 
entific reason to believe it 
enhances performance. 
He called athletes using 
thyroid medicine an ex¬ 
ample of the “medical- 
ization of sports.” 

“That’s a reality,” Rabin 
said. “But our job is to 
draw a line between 
what is doping and what 
is not doping.” 

The U.S. Anti-Doping 
Agency is investigating 
Salazar, who has been 
accused of skirting anti- 
doping rules while train¬ 
ing some of his athletes. 
Among the allegations 
leveled against Salazar 
in a story this summer by 
ProPublica and the BBC 
was that he told his ath¬ 


letes to get prescriptions 
for thyroid medication 
before they started train¬ 
ing with him at the Nike 
Oregon Project. 

Among those using the 
medicine was Galen 
Rupp, the 2012 Olympic 
silver medalist at 10,000 
meters. In an open letter 
defending his program, 
Salazar said Rupp is one 
of five athletes — out of 
55 he has coached — 
who have been diag¬ 
nosed with thyroid dis¬ 
ease. 

More than 12 percent of 
the U.S. population will 
develop a thyroid condi¬ 
tion during their lifetime, 
according to the Ameri¬ 
can Thyroid Association 
website. It said women 
are between five and 
eight times more likely 
to develop a condition 
than men.O 



In this Sept. 11, 2015, file photo, former tennis pro James Blake, 
right, acknowledges applause during a semifinal match be¬ 
tween Roger Federer, of Switzerland, and Stan Wawrinka, of 
Switzerland, at the U.S. Open tennis tournament, in New York. 

Associated Press 
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Americans use 2nd-half surge to beat Panama 4-0 



Panama forward Abdiel Arroyo, left, pursues the ball with USA defender Dillon Serna during the 
first half of a CONCACAF Olympic qualifying soccer match Tuesday, Oct. 6, 2015, in Commerce 
City, Colo. 

Associated Press 


PAT GRAHAM 
AP Sports Writer 
COMMERCE CITY, Colo. 
(AP) — Sluggish in the first 
half, the Americans need¬ 
ed some kind of catalyst. 

So the team called on Je¬ 
rome Kiesewetter and Jor¬ 
dan Morris, ending their 
nights off. 

Kiesewetter sparked the of¬ 
fense with a goal and an 
assist in the second half, 
and the United States beat 
Panama 4-0 in CONCACAF 
Olympic qualifying on a 
rainy Tuesday. 

Already through to the 
semifinal round, the Ameri¬ 
cans didn’t have much to 
play for and rested several 
of their starters. Scoreless at 
halftime, coach Andi Her¬ 
zog turned to his bench for 
a lift, sending in Kiesewetter 
and Morris. 

The U.S. caught a break 
early in the second half 
when Panama defender 
Fidel Escobar knocked in a 
crossing shot. Kiesewetter 
then scored about three 
minutes later and Morris 
right after that. 

Luis Gil wrapped up the 
scoring by converting a 
penalty kick, helping the 
Americans advance out of 
Group A with a 3-0 record. 
Canada finished second. 


“Overall, in the first half, 
Panama was not the bet¬ 
ter team, but created two 
or three chances,” Herzog 
said. “After halftime with 
three goals in 10 minutes, 
we showed them we're the 
better team.” 

Next up for the U.S. is an 
important game Saturday 


in Sandy, Utah, where the 
semifinal winners automati¬ 
cally qualify for the Olym¬ 
pics in Rio de Janeiro next 
summer. The U.S., which 
failed to qualify for the 2012 
London Olympics, will play 
Mexico or Honduras, which 
face each other Wednes¬ 
day night with the winner 


taking over the top spot in 
Group B. 

U.S. goalkeeper Ethan Hor¬ 
vath had a rather quiet 
game as a steady rain fell 
most of the evening. He 
probably needed it as well, 
since he's just arriving from 
his club team in Norway. 
Herzog had to all but beg 


Horvath’s club to allow him 
to travel to the U.S. for qual¬ 
ifying. 

It just so happens that Hor¬ 
vath is from nearby High¬ 
lands Ranch, Colorado. 

“At the end, I can’t make 
a decision if a player (will 
play) whether he’s born 
here or not,” Herzog said. 
“For me, it was clear that 
when Ethan was coming 
and felt fine, I wanted to 
start him right away.” 
Goalkeeper Elieser Powell 
kept Panama close in the 
first half with one splendid 
save after another, includ¬ 
ing one where he tipped a 
ball over the crossbar. 

Still, the disparity in talent 
was evident. 

“These players have a bet¬ 
ter future than they have a 
present,” Panama coach 
Leonardo Pipino said 
through an interpreter. “We 
have to work hard, the fed¬ 
eration has to work hard, to 
have something for them 
to do, a place for them to 
go. 

“If you look at the U.S. and 
Mexico start lists, you’ll see 
players who play in the 
MLS, who play in Europe. ... 
The federation has to work 
internally to find a place 
for them to go so they can 
continue to progress.”□ 


Nadal beats Pospisil to 
reach China Open quarters 



Rafael Nadal of Spain reaches for the ball as he plays against 
Vasek Pospisil of Canada during their second round men's 
singles match of the China Open tennis tournament at the 
National Tennis Stadium in Beijing, Wednesday, Oct. 7, 2015. 

Associated Press 


BEIJING (AP) — Rafael 
Nadal moved into the 
quarterfinals of the China 
Open with a 7-6 (3), 6-4 vic¬ 
tory over Canada’s Vasek 
Pospisil on Wednesday. 

The third-seeded Span¬ 
iard picked up his game 
considerably following his 
first-round victory over the 
230th-ranked Chinese wild 


card Wu Di, during which 
he was broken four times. 
Against Pospisil, Nadal only 
faced one break point — 
and he saved it. 

Also Wednesday, second- 
seeded Tomas Berdych lost 
6-4, 6-4 to Pablo Cuevas in 
the first round, just two days 
after winning his first title of 
the year in the rain-delayed 


Shenzhen final. 

The second-seeded 

Berdych, the 2011 China 
Open champion, will now 
have to wait at least anoth¬ 
er week to secure a spot in 
the eight-player field for 
the ATP Finals in London. 
He’s currently in fifth place 
in the standings and has 
a lead of more than 300 
points over his nearest 
competitor, Kei Nishikori. 
Berdych said the short turn¬ 
around after Monday’s fi¬ 
nal in Shenzhen made it dif¬ 
ficult to adjust to the condi¬ 
tions in Beijing. 

“There was not really much 
time to get used to it,” he 
said. “So it’s just really a 
matter of the day, if you are 
able to deal with it or not. 
Definitely I was not able to 
deal with the conditions.” 


In the women’s draw, Ag¬ 
nieszka Radwanska of 
Poland, the fourth seed, 
advanced to the quarterfi¬ 
nals when Madison Keys re¬ 
tired from their third-round 
match with a thigh injury. 
The American lost the firs set 
6-3 before calling it quits. 
“This is not the way that 
I wanted to end up that 
match," Radwanska said. 
“But as we all know the 
year is ending soon and we 
can see a couple of retire¬ 
ments.” 

Seven women have re¬ 
tired or withdrawn from 
matches this week, includ¬ 
ing top seed Simona Halep 
and Eugenie Bouchard. 
Defending champion Ma¬ 
ria Sharapova and Serena 
Williams also decided to 
skip the tournament, citing 


injuries. 

Germany’s Angelique Ker- 
ber moved a step closer to 
qualifying for the WTA Finals 
with a dominant 6-2, 6-3 win 
over Caroline Wozniacki of 
Denmark. Kerber, who has 
won four titles this season, 
can qualify if she reaches 
the China Open final. 
Wozniacki’s loss means she 
is out of contention for the 
eight-woman field in Singa¬ 
pore. 

Timea Bacsinszky of Switzer¬ 
land overcame five double 
faults to upset seventh- 
seeded Carla Suarez Na¬ 
varro 6-4, 4-6, 7-5 to reach 
the quarterfinals in a nearly 
2 1/2 hour match, and Sara 
Errani of Italy advanced 
with a 3-6, 6-3, 6-2 win 
over Germany’s Andrea 
Petkovic.Q 
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A guide to watching sports if you don’t have cable 



In this Jan. 5, 2015, file photo, Joe Clayton, president and CEO of 
Dish Network, introduces the Sling TV, a live television streaming 
service, at a news conference at the International CES in Las 
Vegas. 


TALI ARBEL 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — It’s foot¬ 
ball season, and baseball 
playoffs are starting. Don’t 
have cable? You can still 
watch. 

With a digital antenna, 
you get games for free on 
broadcast networks like 
Fox, NBC and Univision. 
Antennas start at $20. For 
cable channels, you can 
always go to a bar. 

Online subscriptions are pri¬ 
marily for games that don’t 
involve local teams. Oth¬ 
erwise, games are shown 
after they are over. Sub¬ 
scriptions aren’t cheap, 
but most cost less than a 
traditional cable package. 
Plenty of sites also 
show sports for free without 
legal rights to do so. And 
many people ask friends or 
relatives who have a cable 
subscription for a password 


to log in to, say, ESPN’s 
app. 

To stay above board, here 
are options for watching in 
the U.S. Access outside the 
U.S. varies. 

FOOTBALL: Some websites 
offer a few free games: 
One NFL game each for 
Yahoo and NBC; the Super 
Bowl and six others for CBS; 
Verizon customers also get 
some games on phones. 
For others, subscriptions 
are required. 

— Verizon’s NFL Mobile 
THE DEAL: Live streaming 
of regular-season games 
televised nationally on Sun¬ 
day, Monday and Thurs¬ 
day nights; Sunday after¬ 
noon game for the local 


team; and playoff games 
and the Super Bowl. You 
can also watch the NFL 
Network channel, which 
has sports talk shows and 
reality series as well as 
games. 

LIMITATIONS: Only on Veri¬ 
zon phones. 

PRICE: Free for Verizon sub¬ 
scribers. 

— DirecTV’s NFLSunday- 
Ticket.TV 

THE DEAL: Live regular- 
season games on Sunday 
afternoons, about a doz¬ 
en total. You can switch 
between games that are 
playing at the same time. 
LIMITATIONS: Available only 
if you can’t get DirecTV 
satellite service where you 
live, typically apartment 
buildings, or homes that 
have signal issues. No local 
teams. You can stream on 
only one device at a time. 
PRICE: $200 on a tablet, 


phone or computer, or 
$260 on a TV using Roku, 


a game console or Chro- 
mecast. $360 for access on 
both. College and gradu¬ 
ate students get both op¬ 
tions for $100. 

— NFL GamePass 

THE DEAL: Live audio only. 
LIMITATIONS: Video of reg¬ 
ular season and playoffs 
only after games are over 
(after all games are done 
for Sunday afternoons). 
PRICE: $100 for the full sea¬ 
son, though prices come 
down as the season goes 
on. On mobile devices and 
computers, Apple TV and 
Xbox One. 

BASEBALL: Playoffs will be 
shown on Fox, which is 
a free channel, and TBS, 
Fox Sports 1 and MLB Net¬ 
work, which are not. You 
can also access the play¬ 
offs online. 

— MLB.TV 

THE DEAL: Live regular- 
season games. Audio only 
for postseason, unless you 
have a cable-subscription 
password for MLB Network, 
TBS and Fox. 


LIMITATIONS: Home¬ 

town team isn’t shown 
live, whether at home or 
away. Nationally televised 
games, including the play¬ 
offs, are also unavailable 
live unless you have a pass¬ 
word. Otherwise, wait 90 
minutes after games end 
for video. 

PRICE: For a full season, 
$110 on computers only, 
$130 on mobile devices 
and streaming gadgets as 


well. The price goes down 
throughout the season. 
For an extra $5, you can 
get alternative camera 
angles for some postsea¬ 
son games — not what’s 
shown on TV. 

MEN’S BASKETBALL: A 

streaming subscription is 
available, but few options 
for local teams. 

— NBA League Pass 
THE DEAL: Live video during 
the regular season. 
LIMITATIONS: Your home¬ 
town team won’t be avail¬ 
able until three days after 
the game. Games tele¬ 
vised on ABC, ESPN, TNT or 
NBA TV won’t be live, but 


available three hours after 
they end. 

PRICE: $200 for all games. 
$120 for one out-of-market 
team’s games, though if 
this team plays your home¬ 
town team, you won’t 
get it. $7 per game. On 
phones, tablets, comput¬ 
ers and streaming devices. 

— TNT Overtime 

THE DEAL: Usually Thurs¬ 
day night regular-season 
games, and more playoff 
games. 

LIMITATIONS: You can see 
the court from four differ¬ 
ent camera angles, but it’s 
not the same view of the 
action that you’d get on 
TV. 

PRICE: Free. On phones, 
tablets and computers. 
MULTIPLE SPORTS: It’s like 
getting cable delivered 
over the Internet. 

— Dish Network’s Sling TV 
THE DEAL: The online ser¬ 
vice carries ESPN and 
ESPN2, which show a slew 
of professional, college 
and other sports. Other 
channels for extra fee. 


LIMITATIONS: If you’re on 
a phone, you can’t watch 
live NFL games, given Veri¬ 
zon’s deal with the league. 
There are also local-market 
blackouts for baseball and 
basketball games. Sling 
works on only one device 
at a time. 

PRICE: $20 a month for the 
main package, $5 extra for 
soccer-focused channels 
and $5 for a “sportsextra" 
package with SEC Network 
and other channels. On 
computers, mobile devices 
and streaming devices. 


Continued on Page 30 



In this June 7, 2015, file photo, Cleveland Cavaliers forward LeB- 
ron James, left, shoots against Golden State Warriors forward 
Marreese Speights during the first half of Game 2 of basketball's 
NBA Finals in Oakland, Calif. 

Associated Press 



In this Sept. 20, 2015 file photo, Seattle Seahawks' Marshawn 
Lynch is tripped up by Green Bay Packers' Nick Perry (53) during 
the first half of an NFL football game, in Green Bay, Wis. 

Associated Press 



In this June 26,2015, file photo, St. Louis Cardinals’ Kolten Wong, 
left, is tagged out by Chicago Cubs catcher Miguel Montero 
during the first inning of a baseball game, in St. Louis. 

Associated Press 
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Pandora says it will buy Ticketfly for $450M 


MARLEY JAY 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Stream¬ 
ing music company Pan¬ 
dora said Wednesday it is 
buying ticket seller Ticketfly 
for $450 million in a deal the 
two see changing the way 
fans find new music and 
learn about concerts, and 
artists plan their tours. 
Pandora says about 80 mil¬ 
lion people use its free ser¬ 
vice every month to listen 
to music and comedy on 
their computers and mo¬ 
bile devices. Ticketfly pro¬ 
vides ticketing and mar¬ 
keting software for venues 
and event promoters, mak¬ 
ing it easier for fans to find 
and buy tickets. 

The combination will allow 
them harness data gener¬ 
ated by their users to tell 
fans when bands they like 
are in town and sell them 
tickets, while steering art¬ 
ists to areas where a lot of 


KEN SWEET 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Stocks 
posted solid gains in a 
quiet session Wednesday, 
helped by advances in 
health-care and industrial 
companies. 

Without any major eco¬ 
nomic reports to work with, 
trading was lighter than usu¬ 
al. Many investors remain 
on the sidelines ahead of 


people give a “thumbs up" 
to their music on Pandora. 
“We believe this acquisi¬ 
tion closes the loop for 
Pandora by creating a 
one-stop-shop for artist 
discovery, marketing, and 
concert ticket sales,” said 
Stifel Nicolaus analyst John 
Egbert. “Pandora can now 
share in the upside of live 
music industry growth that 
is undoubtedly being driv¬ 
en in large part by rapid 
growth in streaming music 
consumption." 

The deal, which is expect¬ 
ed to be complete by the 
end of this year, comes at 
a time when fewer people 
are buying and download¬ 
ing music and more are 
streaming it. Meanwhile, 
touring is becoming a big¬ 
ger and bigger source of 
income for artists. 

Pandora and Ticketfly say 
concert ticket sales in North 
America are growing and 


Thursday’s release of min¬ 
utes from the Federal Re¬ 
serve's latest policy meet¬ 
ing and the start of corpo¬ 
rate earnings season. The 
Dow Jones industrial aver¬ 
age rose 122.10 points, or 
0.7 percent, to 16,912.29. 
The Standard & Poor’s 500 
index added 15.91 points, 
or 0.8 percent, to 1,995.83 
and the Nasdaq compos¬ 
ite rose 42.79 points, or 0.9 


people are spending more 
money on live music, but 
about 40 percent of all con¬ 
cert tickets still go unsold. 
They say that is because 
fans often don’t know that 
artists they like are in town, 
something they hope to 
remedy. 

Ticketfly’s main business, 
and the source of Pando¬ 
ra’s interest, is with smaller 
venues and indepen¬ 
dent artists because that’s 
where most concert tickets 
are sold, Egbert said. He 
said the purchase will make 
Pandora “the premier plat¬ 
form for independent artist 
marketing.” 

Pandora went public in 
2011 and reported $921 
million in revenue in 2014. 
Most of that comes from 
selling ads, although Pan¬ 
dora also sells subscrip¬ 
tions for $5 a month. The 
Oakland, California-based 
company has yet to report 


percent, to 4,791.15. 

The biggest gainers were 
stocks that were hit hard¬ 
est the day before: health¬ 
care, particularly biotech¬ 
nology companies, and 
energy stocks. Drugmaker 
Amgen rose nearly 5 per¬ 
cent, Celgene rose 4 per¬ 
cent and Regeneron Phar¬ 
maceuticals rose nearly 6 
percent. 

By far the biggest loser in 


an annual profit. 

Last year it launched a 
marketing platform for art¬ 
ists, followed this year by 
an audio messaging ser¬ 
vice artists can use to de¬ 
liver messages to fans. This 
spring it worked with the 
Rolling Stones to promote 
their North American “Zip 
Code" tour. It also worked 
with the electronic mu¬ 
sic duo Odesza, boosting 
the profile of a group not 
nearly as well known as the 
Stones. 

The companies say San 
Francisco-based Ticket¬ 
fly sold 16 million tickets 
to 90,000 events last year, 
with the value of those tick¬ 
ets surpassing $500 million. 
They added that 14 million 
people visit Ticketfly’s sites 
each month. Egbert said 
Ticketfly had about $55 mil¬ 
lion in revenue in 2014 and 
should have $75 million to 
$80 million this year. □ 

solid gains 

the S&P 500 index was Yum 
Brands, the parent compa¬ 
ny of KFC, Taco Bell and Piz¬ 
za Hut. Yum sank $15.71, or 
19 percent, to $67.71 after 
the restaurant operator’s 
profits and sales missed an¬ 
alysts’ expectations. Sales 
in China, a major market 
for KFC, rose only 2 percent, 
far less than expected. 
Events over the next two 
weeks are likely to deter¬ 
mine the market’s next 
move. 

Earnings season will unof¬ 
ficially start Thursday when 
Alcoa, the giant maker of 
aluminum and other met¬ 
als, will report its results. Ex¬ 
pectations for this round of 
earnings are low. Analysts 
expect third-quarter results 
to be down 5.1 percent 
from last year, according 
to FactSet, which would be 
the first back-to-back quar¬ 
terly drop in earnings since 
2009. 

“Expectations are so low 
this quarter that it’s not go¬ 
ing to be hard for compa¬ 
nies to beat,” said Jack Ab- 
lin, chief investment officer 
at BMO Private Bank, over¬ 
seeing $66 billion in assets. 
Another concern lingering 
on investors' minds is wheth¬ 
er the global economy is 
entering a downtum.Q 



Urban Outfitters: 
On-call schedules 
in New York over 

MICHAEL VIRTANEN 
Associated Press 
ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) — Urban 
Outfitters will end on-call 
scheduling at stores in New 
York state, becoming the 
latest retailer to respond to 
Attorney General Eric Sch- 
neiderman’s inquiry into 
the practice of requiring 
workers to report for shifts 
on short notice. 

The Philadelphia-based re¬ 
tailer plans to phase in the 
change next month, Sch- 
neiderman said. The com¬ 
pany agreed to provide 
New York employees with 
work schedules at least 
one week in advance, he 
said. Urban Outfitters did 
not immediately respond 
to requests for comment. 
“Workers deserve basic 
protections, including a re¬ 
liable work schedule that 
allows them to budget liv¬ 
ing expenses, arrange for 
childcare needs, and plan 
their days," Schneiderman 
said. 

In April, his office wrote to 
13 major retailers question¬ 
ing the on-call practice. 
The letter also cited possi¬ 
ble violations of New York’s 
requirement to pay hourly 
staff for at least four hours 
when they report for work. 
Other retailers with agree¬ 
ments are L. Brands’ Bath & 
Body Works and Victoria’s 
Secret for their U.S. stores, 
as well as Abercrombie & 
Fitch and Gap Inc. 

San Francisco-based Gap 
said its decision also ap¬ 
plies to its other brands, 
including Banana Repub¬ 
lic, Old Navy and Athleta, 
and the change will apply 
“across our global organi¬ 
zation.” 

New Albany, Ohio-based 
Abercrombie said it will dis¬ 
continue call-in shift sched¬ 
uling in New York by year’s 
end, with a long-term goal 
of ending it nationally, the 
change also applying its 
other brands Hollister and 
Abercrombie Kids. 
Schneiderman’s office 
also sent letters to J. Crew 
Group Inc., Burlington 
Coat Factory, TJX Com¬ 
panies, Target Corp., Sears 
Holding Corp., Williams-So- 
noma Inc., Crocs, Ann Inc. 
and J.C. Penney Co. IncQ 


Wall Street moves sideways, ends with 



Trader Richard Newman, center, works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange. Stocks post¬ 
ed solid gains in a quiet session Wednesday, helped by advances in health-care and industrial 
companies. 

(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 
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Monsanto says will eliminate 2,600 jobs, posts 4Q loss 


MATTHEW PERRONE 
AP Business Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Mon¬ 
santo Co. said Wednesday 
it will eliminate 2,600 jobs 
as part of a cost-saving 
plan designed to deal 
with falling sales of its bio¬ 
tech seeds and herbicides, 
which pushed its quarterly 
losses deeper into the red. 
The job cuts will reduce the 
company's 22,500-employ¬ 
ee workforce of by about 
12 percent over the next 


two years. 

The St. Louis-based agri¬ 
cultural giant predicts the 
move will generate be¬ 
tween $275 million and 
$300 million in annual sav¬ 
ings by the end of fiscal 
2017. The cost of the re¬ 
organization — which will 
streamline sales, R&D and 
other departments — is es¬ 
timated at $850 million to 
$900 million. 

Monsanto's last round 
of layoffs came in June 


2009, when the company 
slashed 900 jobs. 

CEO Hugh Grant pointed 
to the negative impact of 
foreign exchange rates as 
well as falling crop prices 
that have squeezed farm¬ 
ers. 

“Despite weakening global 
currencies and commodity 
prices we continue to view 
this as a time of opportu¬ 
nity," Grant said on a call 
with analysts. 

Monsanto has struggled in 


recent quarters to deal with 
slumping corn prices in the 
U.S., which have reduced 
demand for its best-selling 
product: genetically-en¬ 

hanced corn seeds. Farm¬ 
ers are shifting more acres 
to other crops due to a sur¬ 
plus of corn from last year’s 
harvest. Even with that shift, 
2015 is expected to bring 
the third-largest corn har¬ 
vest on record, squashing 
prices and limiting farmers' 
profits. 


Monsanto’s biotech seeds 
have genetically engi¬ 
neered traits that help 
farmers increase their crop 
yield, despite their higher 
costs. 

Monsanto announced the 
lay-offs as it reported a 
$495 million loss for its fiscal 
fourth quarter. 

The company posted a 
net loss of $1.06 per share, 
compared with a net loss of 
$156 million, or 31 cents per 
share, a year ago.Q 


Renewed AB InBev bid for SABMiller ups stake in beer battle 



Budweiser beer cans at a concession stand at McKechnie Field in Bradenton, Florida, USA. 
Anheuser-Busch InBev, the owner of the world's biggest brewer Budweiser, on Wednesday Oct. 
7, 2015, raised its takeover offer for rival SABMiller to more than $104 billion, but the offer was 
rejected. 

(AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar) 


RAF CASERT 
DANICA KIRKA 
Associated Press 
BRUSSELS (AP) — Any talk 
of a union between Bud¬ 
weiser and Miller — in fact, 


any talk of the creation of 
beer behemoth reaching 
all parts of the globe for 
that matter — should be 
put off for now as the own¬ 
ers of two of the world's 


most famous beers con¬ 
tinue to haggle over the 
terms of a merger. 

Earlier Wednesday, Bud- 
weiser's Belgian-Brazilian 
owner Anheuser-Busch In¬ 


Bev sweetened its offer for 
SABMiller to more than 68 
billion pounds ($104 billion) 
but the reply remained as 
bitter as the rejection of the 
two previous proposals. 

It’s just not enough. 

“AB InBev is very substan¬ 
tially undervaluing SAB¬ 
Miller,'' said SABMiller chair¬ 
man Jan du Plessis. 

There was no outright re¬ 
jection that a merger is 
possible so it remains possi¬ 
ble that AB InBev could find 
a more genial response if it 
raises its offer further. 

Were an agreement to 
eventually emerge, the 
combined company would 
have 31 percent of the 
global beer market, dwarf¬ 
ing the next biggest play¬ 
er, Heineken, which has 9 
percent of the market. As 
well as bringing together 
the classic U.S. favorites, 
the merger would also see 
AB InBev’s Stella Artois and 
SABMiller’s Grolsch in the 


same stable. 

And it would allow AB In¬ 
Bev to venture out more 
into the African and Aus¬ 
tralian markets where its 
might is yet to be felt like 
it is in Europe, North Africa 
and Asia. 

In the event of a deal, the 
sheer size of the combined 
company is expected to 
push regulators to require 
the sale of some brands 
to ensure fair competition. 
That could include Miller in 
the United States. 

AB InBev CEO Carlos Brito 
said the combined com¬ 
pany “would build the first 
truly global beer compa¬ 
ny.” 

Earlier, AB InBev increased 
its cash offer to 42.15 
pounds ($64.35) per share. 
SABMiller quickly shot down 
the proposal, noting that it 
was only 15 pence higher 
than an informal 42-pound 
offer rejected by the board 
on Monday.Q 


Samsung 3Q operating profit surges, shares jump 9 percent 


YOUKYUNG LEE 
Associated Press 
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) 

— Samsung Electronics 
announced a forecast¬ 
beating profit for the third 
quarter Wednesday, send¬ 
ing its share price up nearly 
9 percent, but analysts said 
strong component sales 
and favorable currency 
exchange rates masked 
persistent weakness in its 
smartphone business. 

The South Korean com¬ 
pany estimated that its op¬ 
erating profit for the July- 
September quarter was 7.3 
trillion won ($6.3 billion), up 
80 percent from a year ear¬ 


lier and higher than analyst 
forecasts. Sales rose 7 per¬ 
cent to 51 trillion won ($43.9 
billion) for the quarter. Sam¬ 
sung will announce its over¬ 
all net profit and earnings 
for each of its business divi¬ 
sions later this month. 
Shares of Samsung Elec¬ 
tronics closed up 8.7 per¬ 
cent, its biggest daily gain 
since January, 2009. Expec¬ 
tations that Samsung would 
dole out some of its cash 
to shareholders through a 
share buyback help fuel 
the rise. 

The result showed that 
Samsung was on track for 
a recovery after growth 


in earnings crumbled last 
year. But the world’s larg¬ 
est smartphone maker is 
still struggling to maintain 
its market share in phones 
amid intense competition 
from Apple, Huawei and 
Xiaomi. Its operating profit 
has gained quarter to quar¬ 
ter for the past year since 
falling to 4.1 trillion won one 
year ago. But profit from its 
mobile division has weak¬ 
ened. Analysts said Sam¬ 
sung’s solid result in the last 
quarter was because of 
stronger sales in mobile dis¬ 
plays and chips while the 
weak Korean won against 
the U.S. dollar boosted the 


value of its earnings over¬ 
seas. The positive impact 
from the weak Korean won 
on Samsung’s compo¬ 
nent businesses was “signifi¬ 
cant,” said Nomura Hold¬ 
ings analyst Chung Chang- 
won. Most Samsung com¬ 
ponents are sold in the U.S. 
dollars. The South Korean 
currency dropped sharply 
against the U.S. dollar, fall¬ 
ing at a faster rate than 
many other currencies dur¬ 
ing the last three months. 
On the component front, 
the company’s advanced 
displays called OLED like¬ 
ly generated a fat profit 
because more Samsung 


handsets adopted those 
screens. Its mainstay semi¬ 
conductor division contrib¬ 
uted more than half of its 
overall profit, according to 
estimates by analysts. 
Meanwhile, Samsung’s 
profit from its smartphone 
division likely declined from 
a year earlier even as the 
company’s handset ship¬ 
ments are believed by an¬ 
alysts to have gone up. 
That’s partly because one 
of Samsung's most expen¬ 
sive smartphones, the Gal¬ 
axy Edge with a curved 
display, is lagging in sales 
because of production 
constraints. Q 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★★ 10/08 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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Wednesday’s Puzzle Solved 
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48 “Get lost!” 


ACROSS 

1 Scrubbing pad 

4 Walked the 
floor 

9 As blind as _ 

13 Floored 

15 Make amends 

16 Singer Jerry_ 

17 Close by 

18 Obeys 

19 Biblical garden 

20 Suffering from 
insomnia 

22 _egg; money 

saved up 

23 Bench piece 

24 Huge bird from 
Australia 

26 Crystals 

29 Makes right 

34 Goes upward 

35 Schemes 

36 Eminem's 
music 

37 “Woe is me!" 

38 _ up; supports 
from beneath 

39 “Arsenic and 
Old _J* 

40 Sri Lankan 
export 

41 Luster 

42 _ to my ears; 
welcome news 

43 Exciting 
adventure 

45 Points of 
interest on a 
tour 

46 Big _; 
Whopper rival 

47 Execute, in the 
Old West 

48 Messy person 

51 Helper 

56 Scuttle chunks 

57 Cheers 

58 Spanish artist 

60 Longing 

61 Actor Willem 

62 Notice 

63 Dull sound 

64 Shadowboxes 

65 Garden tool 

DOWN 

1 _ Diego, CA 

2 Has debts 


3 Make airtight 

4 Plains of South 
America 

5 Lopsided 

6 “Cup or 
Baskin-Robbins 
patron’s choice 

7 Make _ meet; 
eke out a living 

8 Dinner courses 

9 Broad street 

10 Commanded 

11 Frothy drinks 

12 Portable shelter 

14 Frocks 

21 Lawn trees 

25 Sra. or Mme. 

26 Babble 

27 Angers 

28 Father of Esau 
and Jacob 

29 Shut 

30 Fumbler’s word 

31 Car accident 

32 Understood, 
though not said 

33 Eyeglasses, for 
short 

35 Nudge 


38 Posters 

39 Suitcases 

41 4.0, for a brainy 
student: abbr. 

42 Make coins 

44 Walked slowly 

45 Talks back 

47_-miss; 

haphazard 


49 Scotland’s _ 
Lomond 

50 Hawaiian island 

52 Daytime serial 

53 Couch 

54 Have a snack 

55 Office error 
59 Certain vote 
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Continued from Page 2 

” The Britain-based Syrian 
Observatory for Human 
Rights said a government 
offensive began early 
Wednesday on four fronts 
in Idlib and neighboring 
Hama provinces in what 
the group’s director Rami 
Abdurrahman called “the 
most intense fighting in 
months.” In Syria, the lead¬ 
er of a U.S.-backed rebel 
group Tajammu Alezzah 
confirmed the ground of¬ 
fensive in a text message to 
The Associated Press, say¬ 
ing Russian and Iranian sol¬ 
diers were involved in the 
operation. Russian officials 
deny sending any ground 
troops to the battlefield. 
Iran has been bolstering 
Assad by sending weapons 
and advisers, and helping 
arrange the deployment 
of Shiite fighters from Iraq 
and Hezbollah, as well as 
sending financial aid. 

Last month, an intelligence 
sharing center was set up 
in Baghdad by Russia, Iraq, 
Iran and Syria to coordi¬ 
nate efforts to combat the 
Islamic State group. 

Maj. Jamil al-Saleh said the 
offensive, accompanied 
by air cover and shelling. 

Time -Share Resale 
Costa Linda Beach Resort 

2 bedroom week 40 Room 
#5014 

2 bedroom week 41 Room 
#4019 

Price : $12500 each week 
More info call: (297) 630-1307 
info@arubatimetravel.com 

www.arubatimetravel.com 


came from three fronts, 
including Latamneh, 
north of Hama province 
where his Tajammu Alez¬ 
zah group is based, and 
Kfar Zeita to the north. 
The offensive targeted 
rural areas of Hama and 
Idlib that are almost to¬ 
tally controlled by rebel 
groups, he said. 

Activist Ahmad al-Ah- 
mad, who is in Idlib, 
said government troops 
“heavily” shelled cen¬ 
tral areas after rebels at¬ 
tacked an army post and 
destroyed a tank. He said 
the advance covered an 
area of over 16 kilometers 
(10 miles), and was a co¬ 
ordinated, multipronged 
attack, the boldest in the 
area in months. 

The rebels repulsed gov¬ 
ernment troops, al-Ah- 
mad said. 

The Observatory, which 
has a network of ac¬ 
tivists in Syria, said the 
main launching point for 
government forces was 
the town of Morek on a 
highway linking Damas¬ 
cus and Aleppo, Syria’s 
largest city and its former 
commercial hub. Rebels 
have controlled areas on 
the highway since 2012Q 
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Classifieds 


TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
RENAISSANCE 




Week 

room 

price 

26 

507 

$3,500 

26 

543 

$5,300 

40 

105 

$5000 

48/49 

119 

$4,500 

23 

343 

$3,000 

35 

314 

$4,000 

30 

515 

$4,900 

30 

311 

$5,000 

23 

343 

$4,500 

27 

103 

$4,000 

29 

134 

$4,500 

20&21 

347 

$4,500 

27 

341 

$4,000 


Contact Brian Cell: 593-0200 
vr.realty@mac.com 

203667 

FOR SALE 

HOUSE ESMERALDA 109 

700 mts2 3 bedr, 3 baths, 
kitchen. Living room, dinning 
room, marmol floor by owner. 
$360,000 

Call Luz Mery 600-5393 

204074 

Psychic Cilia Bom 

second sighted to reunites 
loved ones and bring 
happiness to you immediately. 
All readings are confidential 
and all problems are solved 
individually 
Guaranteed Results 
USA 001-817 584 3920 

204094 

Time Share Owners! 

Do you want to sell your Time 
Share in Aruba? 

Let Us Do It for you ! 

Call :(297) 6301307 
send us a e-mail at 
: info@aru batimetravel.com 

for more inventory visit our 
website 

: www.arubatimetravel.com 

For Rent Marriott Surf Club 
1 bedroom ocean view from 10 
October to 15 October 
Price :$1800 

203681 

Time -Share Resale 
Marriott Ocean Club 

1 bedroom Ocean View Gold 
Season 

week 18/50 Price :$8000 

2 bedroom Ocean Front Gold 
Season 

week 18/50 Price :$20000 
2 bedroom Ocean Platinum 
Season 

week 51/17 Price:$20000 
more info call:(297) 630-1307 
info@arubatimetravel.com 

www.arubatimetravel.com 
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One happy marketplace 


Long-term rentals 

Bakval 3-bedroom,2 bath walk to 
beach home | House for Rent 
Address: Bakval Location: Noord 
Rental Price: $2500 per month 
Tel. 2800339 | Quick Code: 
015960| 

Westpunt | This 4 bedroom family 
home is located in Westpunt, a 
very well known neighborhood 
close to the Malmok beaches 
and high rise hotels. | USD 
2300.00 | 

manonaruba@gmail.com | Quick 
Code: 0160101 

Commercial Space for Rent | 
This Commercial Space is 
located on the high traffic road of 
schotlandstraat. Don't miss out 
on this great location for your 
business! for more information 
contact us today at (297) 
5925957| Afl. 6000.00 | Tel. 
5925957| Quick code 011975 | 

Just renovated apt in Noord, fully 
furnished, spacious 1 1/2 ac 
bedroom, 1 bathroom incl. 
kitchen. For more info call cell: 
6621089 after 3pm, 7461746/ 
7306887 after 5pm for 
appointment. | Afl. 1200.00 | Tel. 
6621089/5652062| Quick code 
0159251 


Houses for sale 

For sale in opal | this beautiful 
and luxurious villa is located in 
the upscale neighborhood of 
opal, just 5 minutes away from 
the clear blue sea. The property 
is completely fenced and very 
private. USD 1088000.00 | Tel. 
5925957 | Quick code 07210 | 

Showroom - warehouse - office | 
great commercial property only 3 
minutes away from the airport 
382m2 | Tel. 748-6969 | 
info@homerunaruba.com | Quick 
code 015733 | 

3-Bedroom House with pool in 
Paradera | Available as from 
December 24th 2015. tel. +297 
5924104 | USD 257000.00 | Tel. 
59241041 Quick code 010054 | 


Galileistraat 41 This home for 
sale is situated in a residential 
area in Oranjestad Contact us 
today for more information! | Afl. 

398000.00 | Tel. 582 44 94| 
Quick code 08507 | 

Calabas 42 | Cute and cozy 
cunucu house in Noord for sale. 

Contact us today for more 
information! | Afl. 424800.00 | Tel. 
582 44 94 | Quick code 08508 | 


A R U BAdea L corn 
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DOCTOR 
ON DUTY 

Oranjestad 

* \ Dr. Sneek 

Tanki Flip 30H 
Tel. 587-7100 

EMERGENCIA 

911 




POLICE 

100 

ORANJESTAD 

527-3140 

NOORD 

527-3200 

STA. CRUZ 

527-2900 

SAN NICOLAS 

584-5000 

POLICE TIPLINE 

11141 

FIRE DEPT. 

115 

FIRE DEPT. 

582-1108 

HOSPITAL 

527-4000 

DENTAL CLINIC 

587-9850 

AMBULANCE 

582-1234 

CENTRO MEDICO 

523-8833 


PHARMACY 

Oranjestad: Dakota Tel: 588-7364 
San Nicolas: Centro Medico Tel: 584-5794 

INFORMATION 118 

TAXI-TAS 587-5900 

PROF. TAXI 588-0035 

TAXI D.T.S. 587-2300 

SERVICE ARUBA 583-3232 


CRUISESHIP 

October 8 

l "' Royal Princess 


Aruba Aiport 
American Airline 
Avianca 
Aruba Airlines 
Jet Blue 
Surinam 
Tiara Air 
Venezolana 


524-2424 

582- 2700 
588-0059 

583- 8300 
588-2244 

582- 7896 
588-4272 

583- 7674 


Aruba Foundation 

For those Visually Incapasitated 


Tel: 582-5051 


FUNDACION 

Anti-Droga 

Aruba 

J FAD A) Teh 583-2999_ 

FUNDACION 
Respetami 
Tel 5 82-44 33 

Centro Diabetic Arubano 
Tel: 524-8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel: 583-8989 


QUOTA Club 

Tel: 525-2672 


Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 
Tel: 583-5400 

Bloodbank Aruba 
Tel: 587-0002 
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MASSAGE AND ESCORT SERVICE 
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Serving Men - Couple - Women_- All Genders 
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Feds say first humpback whales of season spotted in Hawaii 


CALEB JONES 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 
HONOLULU (AP) - Hump¬ 
back whales were spotted 
in the waters off Hawaii for 
the first time this season, 
leading officials to warn 
ships and recreational 
boaters to steer clear of 
the endangered visitors. 
Researchers saw the first 
whale about a week ago 
off the small island of Nii- 
hau, near Kauai, the Na¬ 
tional Oceanic and Atmo¬ 
spheric Administration said 
in a news release Tuesday. 
A second whale was seen 
days later near Kauai’s Pa¬ 
cific Missile Range Facility. 
Humpbacks normally ar¬ 
rive in the tropics in Novem¬ 
ber and stay through May. 
There has been a general 
trend toward earlier ar¬ 
rivals in the past two de¬ 
cades, with the average in 
the past 10 years happen¬ 
ing on Oct. 1, officials said. 
About 10,000 humpbacks 
winter in Hawaii each year. 
Officials said boats should 
watch for and avoid the 
newly arriving whales. Ship 
strikes and entanglements 
can kill the animals and in- 





A humpback whale breaches in the Columbia River near the Astoria-Megler Bridge Friday, Sept. 
25, 2015, near Chinook, Wash. Associated Press 


jure people on board. 

"It’s important for every¬ 
one to be extra vigilant 
during whale season, for 
their own safety and the 
protection of the animals,” 
said Malia Chow, superin¬ 
tendent of the Hawaiian 


Islands Humpback Whale 
National Marine Sanctu¬ 
ary. 

While researchers have 
little data on the number 
of fatal whale encounters 
with people, they know 
that boat strikes are com¬ 


mon. Most times, the in¬ 
jured whales are devoured 
by sharks or sink after they 
die, so scientists don't know 
about the encounter. 

“The first day there's like 
three sharks, the second 
day there’s 10,” said NO- 


AA's Ed Lyman, who moni¬ 
tors whale strikes and en¬ 
tanglements in the Pacific. 
"They make short work of 
eating a whale and it’s off 
the radar screen for us.” 
About 50 percent of whales 
in heavily monitored parts 
of the Pacific Ocean have 
scars on their body that 
indicate they have been 
injured by human activity, 
Lyman said. 

Federal officials proposed 
removing most of the 
world’s humpback whales 
from the endangered spe¬ 
cies list in April. The iconic 
mammal was on the verge 
of extinction when the in¬ 
ternational community 
banned whaling of the 
species nearly 50 years 
ago. The U.S. government 
listed it as endangered 
four years later. 

But that doesn’t mean 
they will lack protections. 
The whales would still be 
covered by the Marine 
Mammals Protection Act. 
Plus, the U.S. is a member 
of the International Whal¬ 
ing Commission, which 
banned commercial whal¬ 
ing in 1966.□ 


Study: Mammals thrive in Chernobyl exclusion zone 


KATHERINE JACOBSEN 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 
MOSCOW (AP) - Nearly 30 
years after a nuclear reac¬ 
tor caught fire and spewed 
a lethal cloud of radiation, 
some species of mammals 
are thriving in the zone 
around the Chernobyl nu¬ 
clear power plant, a new 
study says. 

The study, published in the 
journal Current Biology, 
found that elk, deer, wild 
boar and wolves are abun¬ 
dant in the 2,160-square- 
kilometer (835-square-mile) 
Polesie reserve in Belarus, 
which was established af¬ 
ter the 1986 disaster. More 


than 20,000 people once 
lived in what is now the re¬ 
serve. 

“We’re not saying radia¬ 
tion is good for animals, but 
we are saying that human 
interference can be more 
harmful to certain animal 
populations than radia¬ 
tion,” said Jim Smith, an 
environmental scientist at 
Britain’s University of Ports¬ 
mouth who led the study. 
To track the mammals, re¬ 
searchers used aerial sur¬ 
veys and examined animal 
tracks in the snow. 

Smith and his team found 
there was no difference in 
the number of large mam¬ 


mals living in the Polesie 
reserve and in other Be¬ 
larusian nature reserves. 
The prevalence of wolves 
is seven times higher than 
in nearby non-contaminat- 
ed nature reserves, which 
Smith attributed to the lack 
of hunting in contaminat¬ 
ed areas. 

Biologist Timothy Mousseau 
at the University of South 
Carolina said Smith’s re¬ 
search presents an overly 
optimistic view of the situa¬ 
tion around Chernobyl. 
“There is no evidence to 
suggest this area is teem¬ 
ing with wildlife,” said 
Mousseau, whose research 


has focused on how radia¬ 
tion has affected reptile, 
insect and small mammal 
populations. These animals 
have struggled to make 
a comeback in the wake 
of Chernobyl and have 
suffered from a range of 
nuclear-related diseases, 
according to Mousseau’s 
research. 

The mammals in Smith’s 
research are constantly 
dispersing and have high 
fertility rates, factors that 
could also explain a ro¬ 
bust population of certain 
mammal species in the 
Polesie nature reserve. 

The 1986 explosion and fire 


sent a cloud of radiation 
drifting over much of Eu¬ 
rope and forced the evac¬ 
uation of tens of thousands 
of people. Along with the 
Belarusian Polesie preserve, 
a 2,600-square-kilometer 
(1,000-square-mile) “exclu¬ 
sion zone” was established 
in Ukraine around the plant. 
That zone is almost entirely 
abandoned except for 
about 200 mostly elderly 
people who returned to 
their homes. Some work¬ 
ers building a protective 
shelter around the reactor 
and cleaning up the waste 
live in the zone, but only for 
two weeks at a time. □ 
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Spike Lee on Oscar speech: ‘Gonna try to keep positive’ 



In this Jan. 25, 2015 file photo, writer-director Spike Lee poses forward and two steps 

for a portrait during the Sundance Film Festival in Park City, back,” he said. "Every 10 

Utah. _ 


years, there’s like a bunch 
of black films (that) get 
acknowledged and ev¬ 
erybody starts writing ar¬ 
ticles about the rebirth of 
black cinema, and every¬ 
one’s doing cartwheels 
and handstands, and then 
it’s a nine-year drought. 
And then another 10 years 
come and they write the 
same article. 

“Until we get to those 
gatekeeper positions, 
we’re going to have this 
one-year explosion and 
nine-year drought.” 

It’s a busy autumn for Lee. 
In addition to trying to finish 
“Chiraq,” which explores 
violence in Chicago and 
will be released by Ama¬ 
zon Studios, the filmmak¬ 
er has just been named 
grand marshal of the New 
York City Marathon, a rare 
honor (there have only 
been two before Lee in 
the race’s 45-year history). 


He’s the first New Yorker 
in the role, no doubt cho¬ 
sen at least partly for his 
unadulterated passion for 
his hometown, not to men¬ 
tion its sports teams. 

Two weeks later, he’ll be 
making an Oscar speech. 
It isn’t written, but he can 
say what it WON’T be: "I 
love my man Michael Jor¬ 
dan, but it’s not going to be 
his Hall of Fame speech,” 
Lee said, laughingly refer¬ 
ring to the lengthy, tear¬ 
ful, sometimes biting 2009 
speech in which Jordan 
listed past slights. "Here’s 
the thing though. It’s a 
great honor and I’m glad 
I’m getting it, but I don’t 
think it’s a validation of the 
work I’ve done. History has 
validated it. I’m not trying 
to sound bitter or trite. But 
if this honorary Oscar nev¬ 
er happened, I’d still not 
have thought less of my 
body of work.'O 


People magazine issues 
gun violence ‘call to action 



In this Dec. 18, 2014 file photo, Peaople magazine editorial 
dorector Jess Cagle arrives at The People Magazine Awards in 
Beverly Hills, Calif. Associated Press 


JOCELYN NOVECK 
AP National Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Spike 
Lee says he hasn’t had 
time yet to plan what he’ll 
say when he gets his hon¬ 
orary Oscar next month — 
he’s busy trying to finish up 
his new movie, "Chiraq," 
for a year-end release. But 
he promises he’s "gonna 
try to keep positive." 

Stiil, that hardly means that 
Lee — at times a quite vo¬ 
cal critic of the Academy 
of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences — thinks that all 
is perfect in Hollywood in 
terms of diversity. 

“This is my belief,” the film¬ 
maker said in a recent in¬ 
terview. “Until people of 
color get into those posi¬ 
tions that I call the gate¬ 
keepers, that’s where true 
fundamental progress will 
be made. Because right 
now ... we are not in the 
room where those deci¬ 
sions are being made, 
what gets made and 
what doesn’t. I mean I’m 
still waiting for somebody 
to tell me, is there a person 
of color at a Hollywood 
studio, at a cable televi¬ 
sion network who has a 
green light vote? I don’t 
know one, and I want 
somebody to prove me ill- 
informed." 


Associated Press 

At 58, Lee is one of the 
youngest figures to re¬ 
ceive an honorary Oscar, 
which is tantamount to 
a lifetime achievement 
award (it’ll be presented 
at the Governors Awards 
on Nov. 14.) For his many 
fans, an Oscar of any kind 
is well overdue, coming a 
full quarter-century after 
his much-lauded “Do the 
Right Thing,” which fig¬ 
ures on many best-film lists, 
earned him only a screen¬ 
play nomination in 1990 
(plus a supporting actor 
nod for Danny Aiello.) Lee 
hasn’t been shy in his criti¬ 
cism of the academy over 
the years, but says its presi¬ 
dent, Cheryl Boone Isaacs, 
is moving things in the right 
direction. 

"She’s the one that’s re¬ 
ally trying to move the 
Academy of Motion Pic¬ 
ture Arts and Sciences into 
the 21st century as far as 
diversity goes,” Lee said. "I 
will ever be in her debt.” 
But as far as overall prog¬ 
ress in the film industry, it’s a 
frustrating cycle, Lee says. 
Hollywood’s lack of diver¬ 
sity was at the forefront 
during awards season, 
when the #OscarSoWhite 
hashtag went viral. 
“There’s always progress 
but you take two steps 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — In the 

aftermath of the Oregon 
school shooting. People 
magazine did something 
it always does: It covered 
the story at length and 
wrote about each victim. 
But the magazine also did 
something it hasn’t done 
before. 

It issued a “call to action,” 
asking readers to con¬ 
tact their representatives 
in Congress and find out 
what they’re doing about 
gun violence. It printed the 
names and phone num¬ 


bers of all 535 voting mem¬ 
bers of the U.S. Senate and 
House of Representatives. 
“Ask your representa¬ 
tives about gun violence 
in America, and let them 
know what you think,” says 
the accompanying mes¬ 
sage, which appears in 
the issue on newsstands 
Wednesday, and was 
posted on People.com. 
Jess Cagle, People's edito¬ 
rial director, said reaction 
so far has been “generally 
supportive.” But he added 
that some people had im¬ 
mediately criticized the 


magazine for taking a po¬ 
litical stand — which, he 
said, editors took pains not 
to do. “All we’re saying is, 
‘Hold your representatives’ 
feet to the fire,”' Cagle 
said. “’Let them know what 
you’re thinking.’ That’s all. 
But everyone sort of proj¬ 
ects their own baggage 
onto (the issue.)” 

“Who knows if this will 
help?” Cagle asked. “It’s 
just so hard to read and 
write about these shootings 
and not want to do some¬ 
thing about it.” He added 
that the Oregon shooting, 
in which Christopher Harp¬ 
er-Mercer fatally shot nine 
people at Umpqua Com¬ 
munity College before kill¬ 
ing himself, had “caused a 
kind of a tipping point.” 
“These mass shootings are 
so shocking, and there are 
so many of them,” Cagle 
said. “And as we cov¬ 
ered this one, it was just 
so horrifying to think how 
many times we’ve been 
doing it.” In its coverage, 
the magazine also pays 
tribute to other victims of 
mass shootings in the Unit¬ 
ed States over the past 12 
months. □ 
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John Fogerty on ups, downs, becoming music's fortunate son 



In this Thursday, Sept. 24, 2015 photo, musician John Fogerty poses for a portrait during an inter¬ 
view about his new memoir “Fortunate Son: My Life, My Music,” in Topanga, Calif. Associated 
Press 


JOHN ROGERS 
Associated Press 
TOPANGA, Calif. (AP) — Al¬ 
though he wrote the clas¬ 
sic Americana songbook, 
it took John Fogerty more 
than 30 years to come to 
terms with the realization 
he really was one of rock 
music’s fortunate sons. 

For one incredible 
12-month run, this blue- 
collar kid from a San Fran¬ 
cisco suburb had been 
the leader of a band that 
reshaped popular music. 
In 1969 Creedence Clear¬ 
water Revival sold more 
records and had more hit 
songs — including classics 
like “Proud Mary," "Lodi,” 
"Green River” and “Bad 
Moon Rising" — than even 
the Beatles. 

Then three years later, it 
was over. The biggest band 
in the world had imploded 
in one of the most acrimo¬ 
nious splits of all time, one 
followed by decades of 
lawsuits and angry allega¬ 
tions. 

Even though Fogerty would 
go on to a successful solo 
career, he says now that it 
was a split so intense that 
it sent him into depression- 


driven drinking binges that 
lasted for days. 

“Which is a stinking way 


to live," he adds with a 
shy smile as he sits in the 
barn of a friend’s house 
in Topanga, the wood¬ 
ed arts colony nestled in 
coastal canyons between 
Santa Monica and Malibu. 
Dressed in his trademark 
plaid flannel shirt, jeans and 
boots, Fogerty sat down 
on a scorching fall day to 
talk about his just-released 
memoir, “Fortunate Son: 
My Life, My Music,” which 
he hopes will set the record 
straight about the band’s 
estrangement. 

He recalls how just asking 
him about the possibility of 
a Creedence reunion used 
to send him into a towering 
rage. 

“I'd go, “ARRRGH, I WILL 
NEVER ... ,” he screams 
as he throws his hands 
up in mock anger. Then 
he laughs and shakes his 
head, adding he’s finally 
let those feelings go. 

“So to answer your ques¬ 
tion,” he says with a smile, 
“I don’t know. Maybe.” 

But he doubts it, and so do 
Creedence’s other surviv¬ 
ing members. 

“Things are too broken,” 
says drummer Doug Clif¬ 
ford, who tours these days 


with bassist Stu Cook un¬ 
der the name Creedence 
Clearwater Revisited. Cook 
chuckles when he says, “I 
think it would be a mile¬ 
stone if we could just sit 
down and have a beer.” 
Although Fogerty reminisc¬ 
es fondly at times about 
the early days of a group 
founded by his late broth¬ 
er, Tom, and the two friends 
he’d known since junior 
high school, he says things 
fell apart when the others 
came to believe they were 
equal to the Beatles in tal¬ 
ent. 

But while the Beatles had 
three great songwriters, 
two great singers and 
four members with out- 
sized personalities, he says, 
Creedence had only him. 
He wrote all the songs that 
became hits, he says, be¬ 
cause no one else could. 
He sang all the leads in that 
instantly recognizable ten¬ 
or for the same reason, and 
he arranged the band’s 
unique, fuzz-guitar-driven 
sound he calls “swamp 
rock” because that was his 
vision. 

While Clifford and Cook 
don’t disagree with that 
assessment, they say it was 


Fogerty’s unwillingness to 
let them have any say in 
anything that finally de¬ 
stroyed Creedence. 

“The songwriting he gets 
an A-plus for,” Clifford says 
in a phone interview. “But 
when it comes to his shift to 
management, he gets an 
F-minus.” 

After the band disintegrat¬ 
ed, Fogerty turned to solo 
work, re-establishing his 
brilliance as a songwriter 
with “Centerfield,” a song 
that’s played at Major 
League Baseball games all 
over the country. 

But another hit song, “The 
Old Man Down the Road," 
prompted his former re¬ 
cord label, Fantasy, to 
sue, claiming he’d copied 
it from the Creedence hit 
“Run Through the Jungle,” 
which he also wrote. 
Although Fogerty prevailed 
in court, the experience 
left him so angry that for 
years he wouldn’t perform 
any Creedence songs be¬ 
cause Fantasy owned the 
publishing rights. Mean¬ 
while, his output of new 
material dried up as he 
drank heavily. 

He went 11 years between 
recordings until “Blue Moon 
Swamp" won the Grammy 
for best rock album in 1997. 
He credits his second wife, 
Julie, and their children 
with putting him on the 
path to both sobriety and 
musical harmony, 
while inspiring him to sing 
his old songs again and 
write new ones. 

These days, the 70-year- 
old Fogerty awakens at 
4 o’clock most mornings 
to work on music before 
taking his daughter, Kelsy, 
to school. Sons Tyler and 
Shane play in his band, 
and with the book done, 
he’s looking to record a 
new album. 

Asked how he feels know¬ 
ing that, despite all the 
travails, those old albums 
made him a legend, he 
nearly falls out of his chair 
laughing. 

“In all sincerity, I don’t walk 
around feeling like that 
guy,” he says. 

After some thought, he 
adds: “That guy who gets 
to go out and play those 
songs live, that part I'm 
very grateful for."0 


A GUIDE 

Continued from Page 23 


— Sony’s PlayStation Vue 
THE DEAL: The TV service 
lets customers watch a va¬ 
riety of channels, includ¬ 
ing Fox Sports 1, TNT, most 
broadcast networks and 
some local sports chan¬ 
nels. Disney-owned ABC 
and ESPN aren’t included. 
LIMITATIONS: Available 

only in Chicago, Dallas, 
Los Angeles, Miami, New 
York City, Philadelphia, 
and the San Francisco Bay 
Area. Requires a PlaySta¬ 
tion game console. 

Some nationally broad¬ 
cast games may be 
blacked out. 

PRICE: $50 a month gets 
you broadcast networks 
and sports cable channels 
like Fox Sports 1 and NBC- 
SN, while $60 gets you the 
basic package plus Big Ten 
Network, beIN Sports and 
local sportschannels. 

Extra $15 for soccer-fo¬ 
cused service, Fox Soccer 


Plus. 

WHAT ELSE? 

There are sites and services 
for almost any sport you'd 
want to watch. Subscrip¬ 
tions are typically required. 
For instance, go to http:// 
willow.tv for cricket, http:// 
nhl.com/gamecenterlive 
for hockey, http://foxsoc- 
cer2go.com and http:// 
fubo.tv for soccer, and 
http://icenetwork.com for 
ice skating. 

College sports are tricky. 
The CBS Sports site and app 
streams basketball games 
— last season, there were 
27 free ones, but this year’s 
streaming schedule hasn’t 
been announced — and 
Southeastern Conference 
football games. 

The company also offers 
College Sports Live, but 
most football games only 
get an audio feed, not vid¬ 
eo. Fox has some Big East 
college sports online.□ 
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Roker to headline 
Weather Channel’s 
digital show 



In this March 16,2015 file photo, Al Roker attends the premiere of 
"The Divergent Series: Insurgent” at the Ziegfeld Theatre in New 
York. 

Associated Press 


DAVID BAUDER 
AP Television Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — After 
The Weather Channel can¬ 
celed his morning show, Al 
Roker is coming back on a 
much smaller screen. 

He’s the headliner for “The 
Lift,” a digital offering that 
could have intriguing im¬ 
plications for television 
programs. It will launch on 
Oct. 15, available on the 
network’s free mobile app 
on weekdays between 6 
and 11 a.m. 

Each day’s program will in¬ 
clude six minutes of weath¬ 
er news, science and na¬ 
ture stories, fun videos and 
eventually local forecasts 
tailored to the mobile de¬ 
vice owner (development 
of the local forecasttech- 
nology won’t be ready 
for the launch). “The Lift” 
comes a few weeks af¬ 
ter The Weather Channel 
axed the two-hour morning 
show, “Wake Up with Al,” 
that Roker had hosted. 
“Was I sad to see ‘Wake Up 
with Al’ go?” Roker asked. 
“Absolutely. But it was a 
better opportunity to utilize 
my time. Two hours is two 
hours, and this is a consid¬ 
erably shorter show.” 

The Weather Channel 
cited research from eMar- 


keter that 65 percent of 
smartphone users in the 
U.S. check their devices 
within 15 minutes of wak¬ 
ing up. The morning is also 
the network’s busiest time 
of day as viewers check to 
see what their day will be 
like. 

Mobile users will see a link 
to “The Lift” when they 
open their Weather Chan¬ 
nel app. They will be able 
to watch it as a six-minute 
show or in individual seg¬ 
ments 40 to 60 seconds 
long. Roker said he can see 
“The Lift” being a model for 
other information-based 
television shows or net¬ 
works as a way to augment 
their reach. 

“Other programmers will 
migrate to that model be¬ 
fore long,” he said. 

The show will primarily be 
produced out of a newly- 
built Atlanta studio, with 
Roker filming his contribu¬ 
tions from New York or else¬ 
where when he’s sent on 
location by the “Today” 
show. Meteorologists Do¬ 
menico Davis and Ari Sar- 
salari will also be featured 
on “The Lift.” 

“It’s like the difference be¬ 
tween having a sit-down 
breakfast or a good grab- 
and-go,” Roker said.Q 



A person looks at a self-portrait by Dutch master Rembrandt dated 1669 during a press preview of 
an exhibition called “Dutch Self-Portraits - Selfies of the Golden Age”, at the Mauritshuis museum 
in The Hague, Wednesday Oct. 7, 2015. 

Associated Press 


17th century ‘selfies’ show at 
Dutch museum the Mauritshuis 


MIKE CORDER 
Associated Press 
THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(AP) — These days, any¬ 
body with a smartphone 
can snap a selfie in a split 
second. Back in the Dutch 
Golden Age, they were 
called self-portraits and 
were the preserve of highly 
trained artists who thought 
long and hard about every 
aspect of the painting. 

Now the Mauritshuis muse¬ 
um is staging an exhibition 
focusing solely on these 
17th century self-portraits, 
highlighting the similarities 
and the differences be¬ 
tween modern-day snap¬ 
shots and historic works of 
art. 

The museum’s director, 
Emilie Gordenker, said 
Wednesday there has nev¬ 
er been such an exhibition 
of Golden Age Dutch self- 
portraits before and her 
museum was keen to tie 
the paintings to a modern- 
day phenomenon — the 
ubiquitous selfies captured 
with smartphone cameras 
and spread via social me¬ 
dia. 

The exhibition opening 
Thursday and running 
through Jan. 3 features 27 
self-portraits by artists rang¬ 
ing from Rembrandt van 
Rijn, a master of the genre, 
to his student Corel Fabri- 
tius — best known for “The 
Goldfinch," which hangs 
elsewhere in the Maurit¬ 


shuis — and Judith Leyster, 
whose self-portrait is on 
loan from fhe National Gal¬ 
lery of Art in Washington, 
D.C. 

A less well-known artist, 
Huygh Pietersz Voskuyl, is 
the poster boy for the ex¬ 
hibition. His striking 1638 
self-portrait features a 
classic selfie pose; staring 
over his right shoulder out 
of the frame. It does not 
take much imagination to 
picture him gazing into the 
lens of a smartphone rath¬ 
er than a mirror — which 
Golden Age artists used to 
capture their images for 
self-portraits. Giant mirrors 
are spread through the 
exhibition space, creating 
reflections within reflections 
of paintings that are them¬ 
selves mirror images. 

While the similarities be¬ 
tween selfies and self-por¬ 
traits are obvious — the 
subject matter is the person 
creating the image — the 
differences are also appar¬ 
ent. A selfie is often shot 
speedily with little concern 
for composition, while these 
self-portraits are carefully 
conceived works of art. A 
video made for the exhibi¬ 
tion highlights the thought 
that went into the paintings 
and what today’s selfie 
makers can learn from it to 
improve their snapshots. 
And, yes, you are allowed 
to take selfies in the muse¬ 
um. 


The Voskuyl is a good ex¬ 
ample of the richness that 
can be found in such an 
apparently simple picture. 
“He brings out all these little 
details, like his beard or the 
little embroidery on his shirt, 
even a kind of fake wood- 
paneled wall behind him,” 
Gordenker said. “So he’s 
thought very hard about 
the textures and the things 
that make him who he is. 
At the same time, you can 
see the skill with which he 
painted this and this will 
have definitely been a very 
good advertisement for 
what he could do.” 

That kind of attention to 
detail and quality made 
the self-portraits almost a 
Golden Age calling card — 
showcasing the artist and 
his or her talents to poten¬ 
tial clients. 

“A lot of artists in the 17th 
century painted self-por¬ 
traits, not only as portraits of 
themselves but also as an 
example of the beautiful 
art that they could make," 
said the exhibition’s curator 
Ariane van Suchtelen. “For 
instance, Rembrandt was 
very famous for his very vir¬ 
tuoso sketchy way of paint¬ 
ing. If you would buy a 
self-portraif by Rembrandt, 
you would not only have a 
portrait of this famous art¬ 
ist but also an example of 
what he could do, what he 
was famous for — his art. "□ 
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MANGO Man Presents: 

Zinedine Zidane as The 
Face of the Autumn/ 
Winter Collection 



ORANJESTAD/PARIS 
MANGO Man presents the 
French superstar Zinedine 
Zidane as the face of the 
new Autumn/Winter 2015 
campaign #zidaneforman- 
go during Paris Fashion 
Week. 

The firm have invited nu¬ 
merous media to the mythi¬ 
cal Pin Up stadium in Paris. 


Zidane posed for all of 
them in his characteristic 
informal and friendly man¬ 
ner, dealing with questions 
on his latest collaboration 
with MANGO Man. 

For this season, the Span¬ 
ish firm has opted for es¬ 
sential tones such as beige, 
camel, toast and khaki, in 
addition to indigo blue and 





a range of greys. The key 
garments include parkas, 
Brit-style check shirts and 
a wide range of knitwear- 
structured garments, to¬ 
gether with jogging-style 
trousers. Talking about the 
collection, Zinedine Zidane 


said: I don't want to sound 
repetitive, but I really liked 
the winter collection. It is 
simple, with a good cut 
and it offers many com¬ 
binations, just the way I 
like it. I hope that it shows 
because I think the mod¬ 


els chosen really suit me. 
MANGO Man was founded 
in 2008 and now has 290 re¬ 
tail outlets in 52 countries, 
including Aruba. MANGO 
is located at Caya Betico 
Croes #9 on the mainstreet 
in OranjestadQ 


























